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U.N. Security Council 
maintains Libya sanctions 

UN"® NATIONS (AFP) - The 15-member U N 
Security Council on Friday renewed an air and arms 
embargo against Libya for failing to hand over nvo 
Libyan suspects wanted in the Lockerbie bombin- 
diplomats said. The decision to keep the sanctions in 
place came at the Security Council’s regular four- 
monthly review. The move came despite intensified 
Libyan lobbying id New York, and after the British 
government proposed the dispatch of observers to 
Scotland to monitor the impartiality of the Scottish 
judicial system. Libya has been under a U N arms 
and air embargo since 1992 for reusing to hand over 
the suspects wanted in connection with the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am jetliner over Lockerbie Scot- 
land, which killed 270 people. 
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Weekend Crossword on page 7 

BY POPULAR demand, the Jordan Times is pleased 
to announce the resumption of the expanded Cross- 
word. The Crossword will appear on page 7 every Sat- 
urday beginning today. Today’s answers box includes 
ihe answers to the last published Weekend Crossword 
of Sept. 25, 1997. 
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By Francesca Cbfad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has rejected as baseless 
and unfounded allegations of 
vote rigging in Tuesday’s 
polls. 

Addressing an internation- 
al press conference at the 
prime Ministry, the official 
spokesperson for the elec- 
tions, Mazen Armouti. said 
Thursday that if certain can- 
didates who lost the electoral 
rax have some evidence of 
vote rigging, then they 
should go to court. 

Dr. Annouti’s remarks 
came amid charges by out- 
going Deputy Toujan Feisal 
that the election results were 
rigged and that the law was 
not observed, but forged doc- 
uments and identification 
papers without photos were 
produced by voters at polling 
stations. 

He emphasised that the 
election process was “exem- 
plary” and stressed that the 
government did not in any 
way interfere in the results. 

Dr. Armouti said the low 
turnout in urban areas should 
not be interpreted as an indi- 
cator of the effectiveness of 


Government denies poll fraud; 
says elections were ‘exemplary’ 


the Islamists’ boycott of the 
polls, but rather as a normal 
feature in the country's polit- 
ical history, already apparent 
in previous elections. 

More than 55 per cent of 
card-holders (accounting for 
44 per cent of registered vot- 
ers) turned out in this year’s 
elections, a figure seven per- 
centage points lower than in 
1993. 

The highest turnout (78 per 
cent) was registered in the 
southern constituency of 
Tafileh, while the lowest 
ratio of voters to card-holders 
(26.2) was in Amman's 2nd 
District. 

The turnout in the Amman 
constituency, including 
Amman's five districts and 
the Central Bedouins, aver- 
aged 37 per cent 

“The government is very 
satisfied with the outcome, 
but it is unfortunate that 
some people are still judging 
a priori any action by the 
government,” Dr. Armouti 
commented. 

Denying that the boycott of 
the Muslim Brotherhood and 
its political arm, the Islamic 
Action Front, as well as eight 
smaller left-leaning opposi- 
tion parties, resulted in the 
election of a one-colour Par- 
liament. Dr. Armouti con- 
tended that 18 out of 80 


newly elected deputies are 
"opposition figures,” a ratio 
that he described as “com- 
fortable.” 

“Judging from the outcome 
of the elections, I think the 
make-up of the new Parlia- 
ment is truly a cross-section 
of the Jordanian political 
spectrum,” he told reporters. 

He said the opposition 
deputies included “nine 
Islamists, two Baaihisis, 
three other leftists, including 
one communist, and inde- 
pendents who clearly identi- 
fied themselves as opposi- 
tion. 

“Opposition deputies make 
up to 22 per cent of the [new 
Parliament],” he noted, 
adding that many indepen- 
dents elected thanks to tribal 
vote “are also affiliated with 
parties or congregations that 
are not only modern, but also 
progressive.” 

Dr. Armouti added that 15 
former ministers were elect- 
ed and noted that only two 
candidates on the ticket of 
the National Constitutional 
Party (NCP) made it to the 
dome, despite speculations 
that the newly-formed pro- 
government party would win 
at least a relative majority in 
die new House. 

The NCP representatives in 
the 13th Parliament are Sec- 


retary General and former 
Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali (Karak), 
and Under-secretary General 
and former Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Ra’ouf 
Rawabdeh (Irbid). 

NCP Spokesperson Hakam 
Kheir. however, said in an 
interview with the Arabic 
daily A1 Arab A1 Yawm yes- 
terday that as many as 15 
additional NCP candidates 
were elected from among 
around 20 Stealth candidates 
who ran as independents but 
received indirect party sup- 
port. 

Among them, observers 
indicated: Mohammad 

Thweib (Amman's 2nd Dis- 
trict), Nayef Mowla 
(Amman’s 3rd District), Bir- 
jes Hadid and Hamad Abu 
Zeid (Amman's 4th District). 
Mansour Ben Tarif (Karak), 
Samir Qawar (Balqa), Mifleh 
Ruheimi (Jerash), and No’- 
man Ghweiri (Zarqa). 

In addition to Messis. 
Majali and Rawabdeh, only 
three other candidates run- 
ning on party tickets won. 
They include: Arab Land 
Party Secretary General 
Mohammad Oran (Tafileh). 
leftist Jordanian Unionist 
Democratic Party’s Bassam 
Haddadin (Zarqa) and Jor- 
danian Arab Ba’ath Socialist 


Defiant Iraq dismisses American 
inspectors as spies, says will shoot 
down U.N. surveillance aircraft 


BAGHIJAD ( AP) — A defi- 
ant Iraq on Friday, accused 
American weapons inspec- 
tors with the United Nations 
of espionage and threatened 
to open fire on a U.N. sur- 
veillance plane if it flew over 
the country. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz said his coun- 
try’s conflict was not with the 
United Nations, but with the 
United States, which he said 
has used information from 
U.N. monitoring to carryout 
attacks against Iraq. 

“Iraq is not seeking a cri- 
sis,” Mr. Aziz told reporters 
at a press conference in 
Baghdad. He said the Ameri- 
can members of the inspec- 
tion team “cannot be satisfied 
unless the White House, the 
CIA, the Pentagon tells them 
to be satisfied" 

Iraq barred U.N. inspectors 
from visiting a site for the 
fifth day on Friday because 
die team had American 
members. Charles Dueller, 
the deputy chief inspector 
said 

Mr. Aziz said however, 
that Iraq would not carry out 
its threat to expel the U.S. 
inspectors until the end of 
upcoming talks at the U.N. 

Ml Aziz spoke as a three- 
member U.N. delegation to 
Iraq ended its mission Friday 
with no evidence of concrete 
progress. 

He urged dialogue with the 
U.N, however, and said he 
Was pl anin g to go to New 
York to meet with UJN. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan. 

LLN. envoy Lakhdar Brahi- 
mi said he was “very satisfied 
with the atmosphere" in 
which his talks were held but 
added thar Iraq has not 
backed down from its deci- 
sion to bar Americans from 
U.N. inspection teams. 

“The Iraqis have not 
informed us of a decision to 
rescind their” decision, he 

to ld a press conference in 
Baghdad He also said he 
would deliver a letter from 
die government of President 
Hussein to Mr. A nnan . 

The U.N. inspectors must 


verify that Iraq has destroyed 
all long-range missiles and 
weapons of mass destruction, 
including poison gas and 
lethal biological toxins. The 
sweeping U.N. economic 
sanctions imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990 can- 
not be lifted until the moni- 
tors say thar Iraq has fully 
cooperated 

Iraq has long sought to split 
members of the council in its 
push to have the sanctions 
lifted The United Stares and 
Britain have been Iraq's 
staunchest foes in the coun- 
cil. 

“It's clear that Hussein is 
seeking to divide the U.N. 
from the U.S. and there 
should be no division,” U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen told ABC Television 
on Friday. 

“Hussein I think believes 
the world has some sort of 
frontal lobotomy, that we 
have forgotten who he is and 
whar he has done. He has 
committed crimes against 
humanity." Mr. Cohen said 

Mr. Aziz singled out the 
American inspectors in his 
Friday remarks, saying dial 
Washington "is not going to 
endorse lifting the sanctions 
on Iraq unless the leadership 


of Iraq is changed” 

‘To be in a position where 
the adversary is the judge, 
that is unacceptable,” Mr. 
Aziz said 

Holding up charts of the 
flight path of a U.S. U-2 spy 
plane that is used by the 
inspection teams, Mr. Aziz 
accused Washington of hav- 
ing used information 'from 
the flights in past missDe 
attacks against Iraq. 

"I simply cannot accept 
that,” said Mr. Aziz, who 
wore an olive green military 
uniform. ‘T know that the U- 
2 is entering the Iraqi air 
space in order to take the 
photographs ro enable the 
American army to attack the 
Iraqi targets.” 

“When a strange plane 
enters the Iraqi airspace, it 
might be shot by the Iraqi 
anti-aircraft facilities” Mr. 
Aziz said 

Mr. Aziz claimed that Iraq 
has fully cooperated with the 
inspectors, a claim thar U.N. 
weapons monitors have 
repeatedly dismissed 

“We are 100 per cent confi- 
dent that we have done all of 
our commitments," Mr. Aziz 
said 

He said Iraqi anti-aircraft 

gunners were ready for a pos- 


sible U.S. attack, adding that 
if the chief weapons monitor 
did not cancel a U-2 flight 
planned next week “he will 
be responsible” for the con- 
sequences. 

The U.S. “might use the 
present circumstances and 
attack us.” Mr. Aziz said 
“We cannor risk a conclusion 
thar they will not attack. We 
would be rather stupid to do 
that." 

U.N. weapons inspections 
have accused Iraq of moving 
equipment from monitored 
sites and tampering with sur- 
veillance cameras. 

In a statement Thursday, 
the Security Council told Iraq 
to stop interfering with U.N. 
surveillance equipment. The 
statement, however, includ- 
ed no threat of force or sanc- 
tions. 

Iraq denied tampering with 
the U.N.' monitoring cam- 
eras, saying one was dam- 
aged when a missile engine 
that is not banned exploded 
during a test 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed A1 Sahhaf 
said in a letter to the Security 
Council that Baghdad moved 
equipment from monitored 
sites only because it feared a 
U.S. air strike was imminent. 











assigned to strike fighter Squadron One Four Seven takes off from the nuclear 
- ca mer USS Nimitz (CVN 68) November 6. Numtz and her air wmg axe 

V ^nascheduled deployment to the Arabian Gulf in support of U.N. sanctions 
Lq by enforcing the southern “no-fly zone" over Iraq, Operation Southern 

Watch (Reuters photo) 


Party Secretary General 
Khalil Haddadin (Amman’s 
3rd District). 

Among the leftists elected 
to the new Parliament are: 
Ba'athist Nashaat Hamameh 
(Madaba), Mansour Murad 
(Zarqa), Mohammad 

Bataineh (Irbid), and Nazih 
Ammarin (Karak). 

The two Muslim Brother- 
hood members who defied 
the movement’s boycott and 
were punished with expul- 
sion — Abdullah Akaileh 
(Tafileh) and Mohammad 
Azaydeh (Madaba) — were 
both re-elected. 

Other independent 

Islamists in the Lower House 
include: Abdul Majeed 

Aqtash (Amman’s 2nd Dis- 
trict), Abdul Razzaq 
Ttibeisaht (Irbid). Bakhit 
Mana’ya (Southern 

Bedouins). Mohammad 
Rafa’at (Balqa), and Walid 
Awajan (Ma’an). 

Almost one third of the 
13th Parliament’s 80 
deputies have served in pre- 
vious Parliaments, elections 
results show. 

Of the 26 incumbents who 
were re-elected in Tuesday’s 
polls, six were members in 
the 1 1th Parliament, 14 in die 
12th, and six in both die last 
two Parliaments. 

United 
Nations 
emergency 
session on 
Israel set 
for Nov. 13 

UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP)— The U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly is to hold an 
emergency session on 
Nov. 13 to press Israel to 
stop building controver- 
sial settlements, a U.N. 
spokesman said Thursday. 

The spokesman told 
Agence France Presse that 
the emergency special ses- 
sion, which is being called 
back into session for .the 
second time in four 
months at the request of 
Arab states, would last 
one day. 

The session, which was 
first called in April, was 
“temporarily adjourned” 
on July 15 following 
adoption of a resolution 
condemning Israel for 
failing to stop construc- 
tion of settlements in 
occupied territories. 

The resolution also 
called for an end to inter- 
national support linked to 
settlement building. 

The Palestinian observer 
mission to the U.N. aims 
to follow up the imple- 
mentation of the last reso- 
lution, which also called 
for an international con- 
ference on the protection 
of the Palestinians, at next 
week’s session. 

But since beginning con- 
struction of a new Israeli 
settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem in March, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
ignored the U.N. appeals ■ 
to stop settlement build- 
ing. 

Emergency special, ses- 
sions are rarely convened, , 
and are called when the 
U.N. Security Council has 
failed in its duties to 
uphold international peace 
and security. ! 



King leaves for Mayo Clinic 

His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah sees His Majesty King Hussein off Thursday. 
The King left for the United States for medical check-ups at the Mayo Clinic, accom- 
panied by Her Majesty Queen Noor, was seen off at the airport by Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath, other members of the Royal Fam- 
ily, Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, Speaker of the Senate Zeid Rifai, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Khasawneh, King's advisers and other senior civil and military offi- 
cials. Prince Hassan was sworn in as Regent during the King's absence (photo by 
Youssef 'Allan) 

Israeli guns shell south Lebanon 
during visit by Italian president 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Israeli guns shelled suspect- 
ed guerrilla positions in 
southern Lebanon Friday 
during a visit to the region 
by Italian President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro, Lebanese 
security officials said. 

The bombardment fol- 
lowed a guerrilla attack on a 
truck of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), which left two mili- 
tiamen injured, the officials 
said. 

President Scalfaro could 
hear the thud of shells hit- 
ting die mountains as he 
dined with Parliamentary 
Speaker Nabih Beni at his 
residence in Mseileh, about 
20 kilometres wesr of the 
fighting, a guest at the lun- 
cheon said. 


The Italian president, who 
is on a four-day visit to 
Lebanon, had earlier met 
members of the Italian con- 
tingent in the U.N. peace- 
keeping force on the 
Lebanese- Israeli border. 

The fighting began at 
about 3:00 p.m. when guer- 
rillas detonated a roadside 
bomb as a militia vehicle 
passed near the village of 
Rihan, about 10 kilometres 
north of Marjayoun, the 
main town in the self- 
declared Israeli “security” 
zone, the officials said, 
speaking on customary con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The guerrillas then fired 
rocket-propelled grenades 
and machine guns at the 
vehicle, which burst into 
flame, witnesses reported 


Hizbollah .claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 

Israel retaliated by firing 
at least 25 Howitzer shells 
at suspected guerrilla hide- 
outs in the Iqliro Al Tuffah 
highlands facing the self- 
declared enclave, witnesses 
said 

Lebanese security offi- 
cials said Israeli helicopter 
gun ships flew over the area 
apparently in pursuit of the 
attackers, but they did not 
fire rockets. 

Hizbollah is the most 
active of the Lebanese resis- 
tance groups fighting to 
evict some 1,500 Israeli sol- 
diers and 22500 SLA militi- 
amen from the enclave. 
Israel set up the so-called 
“security" zone in 1985 (see 
story on page 2). 
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Arab Bank starts operations at a new location in 


Al-Quelsmeh 
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P.O.Box 351 - Code 11592 
Tel: 766801 - 766802 . Fax: 766803 
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our services for your comfort 
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Hunger-striking 
Palestinian woman 
taken to Israeli 
prison hospital 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — A 
Palestinian woman prisoner 
was moved Friday to a hos- 
pital in “dangerous condi- 
tion” after 17 days on 
hunger strike to demand her 
release, a prisoners' rights 
group said. 

Itaf Ayyan, 35, “was taken 
from Tehnond prison to the 
Ramleh military hospital 
today for treatment,” said 
Issa Qaraqeh, head of the 
Prisoner's Gub rights group 
in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem. 

“She is in a dangerous 
condition because of her 
hunger strike," Mr. Qaraqeh 
told Agence France Presse. 

Ayyan, an Is lami c Jihad 
member, has been on a 
hunger strike since she was 
arrested on Oct 21 outside 
Bethlehem amid a general 
crackdown by the Israeli 
army against Islamists 
launched in August 

She has since been held 
without charges under 
Israel's administrative 
detention policies, Mr. 
Qaraqeh said. 

Meanwhile, 20 local polit- 
ical figures, including mem- 
bers of the Palestinian Leg- 
islative Council, launched a 
two-day hunger strike in sol- 
idarity with Ayyan while 
they held a sit-in in a tent in 
front of Bethlehem's Red 
Cross headquarters. 

At the same time, several 


hundred students held a 
demonstration at Bethlehem 
University demanding 
Israeli release of Palestini- 
ans held in its prisons. The 
students knotted over two 
mock prison cells and 
burned Israeli flags. 

A number of solidarity 
hunger strikes and similar 
demonstrations are planned 
for the next two weeks 
throughout the West Bank, 
Mr. Qaraqeh said. 

Israel committed in inter- 
im peace accords with the 
self-rule authority signed in 
1995 to release its Palestin- 
ian prisoners. It currently 
holds nearly 4.000 prisoners. 

A total 880 of those are 
held without charge in 
administrative detention, 
nearly two thirds of them 
arrested in the wide crack- 
down launched by Israel 
after a pair of Jerusalem 
bombings in the summer, 
according to the Prisoners’ 
Gub. 

In February, Israel 
released 30 Palestinian 
women prisoners in a deal 
reached between Israeli 
Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu and die Palestin- 
ian National Authority. 

Ayyan was among those 
women prisoners, as was 
another woman. Nadia 
Dheeb Haddad, who was 
also re-arrested in late Octo- 
ber. 



Palestinian students from Bethlehem University perform their interpretation of how 
Israeli jailors abnse Palestinian prisoners on Friday. Hundreds of students gathered 
to watch the play which included the * beating of prisoners'’ and the symbolic burning 
of Israeli flags (Reuters photo) 


Jordan Times, Saturday, November 8, 1997 

EU should enhance role in 
Mideast peace — Austria 


DAMASCUS (R) — Aus- 
trian Defence Minister 
Werner Fasslabend said the 
European Union (EU) 
should strengthen its role in 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process because Europe 
and the Middle East share 
the same security concerns. 

“The EU engagement 
should be strengthened in 
the future," Mr. Fasslabend 
told Reuters late on Thurs- 
day after calks with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq 
Sharaa and Defence Minis- 
ter Mustafa Has. 

“Europe and the Middle 
East are neighbours and 
both have the same security 
problem and should coop- 


erate to achieve peace in 
the region." he said. 

Mr. "Fasslabend said the 
Syrian officials believed 
there would be no peace 
unless Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
accepted to return the 
Golan Heights, occupied by 
the Jewish state since the 
1967 Mideast war, in return 
for peace. 

“We talked about the 
Middle East security issues 
and they made clear that 
there won’t be real peace as 
long as Netanyahu was still 
at his political line of con- 
frontation." he said. 

“The Syrian politicians 
also underlined that it 


Egyptian president on 
official visit to Bahrain 


MANAMA (AFP) — Egypt- 
ian President Hosrri Mubarak 
arrived in Bahrain from Oman 
Friday for an official visit at the 
invitation of Emir Sheikh Issa 
Ben Salman A1 Khalifa, the 
official news agency GNA 
reported The talks between the 
two countries will focus on 
“ways to relaunch the Middle 
East peace process and the 
prospects for bilateral coopera- 
tion in various fields." die 
news agency- said 

Mr Mubarak is accompa- 
nied by Prime Minister Kamal 
A1 Ganzouri and Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa. 

In Oman, die Egyptian pres- 
ident met Sultan Qaboos 
'Wednesday, at SaJalah in the 
southw estern province of Dho- 
far. They discussed die “efforts 


deployed by the international 
community' to give a new 
impetus to the peace process in 
the Middle Eak, as well as on 
bilateral cooperation." an 
Egyptian diplomat told Agence 
France Presse. 

President Mubarak is on his 
way back from a summit of the 
G-15 states in Kuala Lumpur 
TheG-I5 was setup in 1989 as 
a counterweight to the influ- 
ence of the powerful G-7 
industrialised nations. During a 
stopover in Abu Dhabi on his 
way to Kuala Lumpur. Mr. 
Mubarak said be saw “no point 
to the Doha economic confer- 
ence [for the Middle East and 
North Africa] because of the 
current Israeli government’s 
failure to respect the agree- 
ments reached" with the Arabs. 


Opposition presses Yemeni government to reverse Qatar conference decision 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemen’s 
Islamist opposition urged the 
government to reverse its 
decision , to attend the Doha 
economic conference 
because of Israel’s participa- 
tion, newspapers here report- 
ed Friday. 

The Islah Party “deplores 
the fact that many Arab 


countries have given in to 
American pressure and 
decided to take pan in this 
capitulationist conference,” a 
statement carried by the 
papers said. 

Yemeni President Abdullah 
Saleh announced that his 
country would take part in 
the Doha conference during 


an official visit to Amman 
Oct 27. Apart from Yemen, 
only die host. Qatar, and Jor- 
dan have said they will defi- 
nitely attend the Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
conference, planned for Nov. 
16-18. 

But President Saleh added 
that the size and seniority of 


the delegation Yemen would 
send to the conference would 
depend on- having “an .Arab 
consensus for the meeting.” 

- The Islah “urges the 
Yemeni leadership not to 
take part in this forum." the 
party's statement said. 

But it added tbai its posi- 
tion “should in no way be 


seen as being directed at fra- 
ternal Qatar or as a sign of 
ingratitude for its positions 
towards Yemen." - -Yemen 
decided to take pan in the 
Doha conference to reward 
Qarar for its support against a 
secession attempt in 1994. an 
official daily said last week. 

“We are opposed to the 


holding of this capitulationist 
conference. Its economic 
dimension is merely a cover 
' dt' a' tune when : the* ■ 'govern- 
ment of the Zionist enemy is 
terrorising the Palestinian 
people and defying 
international resolutions." 
the Islah statement said. 

The Islah Party formed part 


of a coalition with ruling 
General People’s Congress 
until'the formation of a new 
'■ gov-enimdht 'after elections in 
April. U.S. envoy Martin 
Indyk toured regional states, 
including Yemen and the 
Gulf stales, this week to try 
and persuade them ro attend 
the Doha conference. 


Iranian FM in Syria as part of Arab tour 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran- 
ian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi left here 
Friday for Syria as part of 
a tour which will also take 
him to all Gulf Arab 
states, the official Iranian 
news agency, IRNA, 
reported. 

Mr. Kharazi told IRNA 
before departing that he 
was carrying a message of 
'friendship and good 
will” from President 
Mohammad Khatami to 
all the Arab leaders of the 
neighbouring Arab states. 

“We hope for a new con- 
dition in relations between 
Iran and the Arab coun- 


tries of the region," he 
said. “Strengthening ties 
and boosting cooperation 
with the Muslim countries 
of the region is a top pri- 
ority of our foreign poli- 
cy!” 

He said the trip was 
important in light of the 
summit of the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) in Tehran in 
December. 

“We see a clear horizon 
for future cooperation 
among Muslim coun- 
tries," Mr. Kharazi said. 

Iran's new government 
has several times in recent 
months shown a desire to 


strengthen relations with 
Saudi Arabia and other 
Arab states. 

Tehran and Riyadh 
recently strengthened 
cooperation within such 
international groupings as 
the Organisation of Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and the OIC. 

Tehran and Riyadh have 
had tense relations since 
the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion in Iran, and the annu- 
al Muslim pilgrimage to 
Mecca has often led to 
frictions between them. 

In Damascus, Mr. 
Kharazi is expected to 
hold talks with Syrian 


counterpart Farouq A1 
Sharaa on bilateral rela- 
tions and the upcoming 
OIC summit. Syria is 
Iran's closest ally in the 
Middle East. The two for- 
eign ministers will also 
discuss developments in 
the Israeli -Arab peace 
process and the situation 
in south Lebanon. 

The Syrian ambassador 
in Iran, Ahmad A1 Hassan, 
told IRNA that the two 
countries would seek 
cooperation with respect 
to recent developments in 
the region. 


Italian president visits south Lebanon 


NAQOURA (R) — Italian 
President Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro drove deep into Israel’s 
self-declared security zone in 
south Lebanon on Friday 
after telling the Lebanese par- 
liament he backed the coun- 
try's full independence. 

At the coastal town of 
Naqoura, four kilometres 
north of the Israeli border. 
President Scalfaro inspected 
the 52-strong Italian air wing, 
part of the U.N. peacekeeping 
force in southern Lebanon. 

Earlier on Friday the Italian 
president told Lebanon's par- 
liament his coqptry fully sup- 
ported Beirut's demand for an 
immediate Israel withdrawal 
from the self-declared occu- 


pation zone as entered by 
UN. Security Council Reso- 
lution 425. 

“United Nation’s Resolu- 
tion 425 must be respected, 
and Israel withdraw from 
occupied Lebanese land." Mr. 
Scalfaro said, speaking in 
Italian while members fol- 
lowed texts translated into 
Arabic and French. 

Syria and Lebanon link any 
progress in Middle East peace 
negotiations to an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, occupied by Israel 
since the 1967 Mideast war, 
and south Lebanon. Parts of 
south Lebanon have been 
continuously held by Israeli 
troops since 1978. 


“Your visit to the Lebanese 
parliament and to south 
Lebanon will spread Euro- 
pean dynamism in the frame- 
work of the European support 
for ensuring peace for 
Lebanon through ending the 
occupation and Israeli 
threats,” Nabih Beni, the 
speaker of parliament said in 
reply to Ml Scalfaro. 

Lebanon and Syria, which 
has some 35.000 troops in 
Lebanon, have sought a larg- 
er European role in the U.S.- 
dominated Middle East peace 
process. Talks have made 
almost no progress since the 
election of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu in 
May 1996. 


Japan 
looking 
for better 
ties with 
S. Arabia 


TOKYO » AFP) — A brief 
24-hour visit by Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimo- 
to to Saudi Arabia — 
Japan's second largest 
petroleum provider — is 
not without significance as 
Tokyo reaches out to diver- 
sify its supply. 

The trip to Riyadh by Ml 
H ashimoio on Saturday at 
the invitation of Saudi 
King Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz 
bears witness to Tokyo’s 
priority in developing bet- 
ter ties at a time when the 
two countries are due id 
renegotiate an oil contract 
that expires in 2000. 

Japan's leading petrole- 
um firm. Arabian Oil Co- 
has a concession at Khafji 
in the neutral zone between 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
and has controlled it since 
I960. 

Saudi Arabia supplies 20 
per cent of Japan's oO con- 
sumption and the company 
must secure future nghts 
within the three years to the 
expiration of its contract. 

“Renewing these rights 
has a major impact on the 
security of energy supply 
for Japan,” the Yomiuri 
Shimbun newspaper 

recently quoted an uniden- 
tified high-ranking official 
as saying. 

However, a Foreign Min- 
istry official said, “I do not 
think it will be one of the 
main issues which will be 
discussed,” noting that 
contract talks are earned 
out directly between the 
company and Saudi author- 
ities. 

There are no business- 
men in Mr. Hashimoto's 
delegation. 


ha 


would be necessary for the 
United States to put pres- 
sure on Israel, otherwise 
there would be no develop, 
ment in the peace process” 

Mr. Fasslabend is sched- 
uled to viiit the United 
Nations Disengagement 
Observer Forces (UN DOF) 
stationed in the Golan. The 
force which serves as 
buffer between Syria and 
Israel includes around 400 
Austrian soldiers. 

Slovakia is considering 
joining the forces within 
the Austrian contingent but 
the issue should be 
approved by the Slovakian 
parliament first, he said. 
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Diabetes 
:o open 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tbk 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Twinkle 

14:30 MuppexShow 

15:00 Pumpkin Patch 

15:15 World of Geo 

16:00 The Valley Between 

16J0 Neighbours 

17:00 French programmes 

lWW .Le. Ipurnal 

19*-30 — News headlines 

2(bOQ .The Newly Weds 

Jth30 ........ — JPrism 

21:10 — TimeTrax 

22:00 — .News in English 

22:30 — Feature film: “Canvas” 
23:59- Ellen 



DEPARTURES I 


PRAYER TIMES 


0fc34.. 


05:53 

11:19 

14:19 


JFajr 


.—.(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 


16:45 Maghreb 

18:04 ‘Is ha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel- 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of fee Annunkation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaHe Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 


622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
TfcL 623541 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Chnrch 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 


dusty, skies partly cloudy with 
a chance of scattered showers. 
Winds will be northerly mod- 
erate to active and seas choppy. 


IRBID: 

Dr Ahmad Qami .281484 

AI Qttds pharmacy ( — ■) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rgtih AtaHah .994424 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


661101 


Latin Catholics Parish TeL 
614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 
Skies will be partly cloudy 
with a chance of occasional 
scattered showers and winds 
southeasterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, it will be 


MinjMax. temp., 

Amman 11/21 

Aqaba 17/27 

Deserts 08/22 EMERGENCIES 

Jordan Valley 17/27 

Food Control Centre — 6371 1 1 
Yesterday's high temperatures: Qvfl Defence Department 

Amman 21 Aqaba 27 Humidity 661111 

readings: Amman 50 per cent, Gvfi Defence Immediate Rescue 

Aqaba 45 percent. 630341 

CMl Defence Emergency -.199 
Rescue PoBce 192, 621111. 
USEFUL 637777 

TELEPHONE Fire Brigade 617101 

NUMBERS Hood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

NIGHT DUTY Public Security Department 

AMMAN: 1 630321 

Du Hanna Mansour — 750197 Hotel Complaints 605800 

Dr AfifShukri 898863 Price Complaints .661176 

De bOdalDahteh 827195 Water and Sewerage Com- 

Dn SaldTawfiq 788285 plaints -897467 

liras pharmacy 661912 Amman Municipality Com- 

Ferdows pharmacy — -.778336 plaints - — 787 1 1 1 

Al Asema pharmacy — 637055 Telephone Information (direc- 

Naironkh pharmacy — 623672 tory assistance) 1 2 1 

Al Salam pharmacy —.636730 Overseas Calls .010230 

Vacouh pharmacy 644945 Central Amman Telephone 

Shmeisard pharmacy __637660 Repairs 623101 

Najib pharmacy S47632 Abdah Telephone Repairs 



773111 

Radio Jordan 

774111 

fisnim 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
.815615 

Electric Power 

Company 
£36381 


Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


RJ IUght Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amo 

614281/6 

AkOefa Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

jabal Amman Maternity 

—642362 

Mal h*s J- Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .. —607071 

Shmosani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S45S45 

AJ-Mnasher HospitaL .667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhRAbdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

.777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieb 

775111/26 

Army, Marfca 89161 1/15 


Zarqa 

(091983323 

National Hospital 
. (nowYKAn 

Urn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al Hikam Modern Hospital 
ifto^oonoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basna Hospital 

, (021275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
— 402)272275 

Dm Al 

Nafees Hospital 

tmrunxen 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(031314111 


telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FEghts 

07:15 — Aqaba (RJ) 

08:25 — Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 — New Delhi (RJ) 

10H)5 Colombo (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:00 — Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

121:00 Milan. Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:20 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 


10:15 

l(h20 

Beirut (Kj) 

-Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

14:45 

(RJ) 

16:20 

New York. Amsterdam 

17:40 . 
19 JO 
05! 15 

London. Beilin (RJ) 


Other Flights 

09 JO Al ' Arich fPFi 

13:15, 


15:05 


18:00 

21:10 

21:15 

— Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
— Paris. Damascus lAF) 

22 JO 


2235, 



23:30 .......London, Beirut (BA) 

23:35 — -Amsterdam fKL) 

23:45 Beirut (ME) 

03:25 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 


12i30 

20:05 

20:15 

.Cairo (RJ 

...... Riyadh, Dhatean (RE 

20:20 


2(h30 

__ Jeddah (Rfl 

21:00 

....Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:00 RMiutfME) 

07:35 Damascus. London (BA) 

l(h30 'ATArisfitffl 

14:15 Abu Dhabi, Bahraia{GE) 
14:45 Rtvatfc (5V) 

15:50 

19:00. 

VtgnsadQS) 
Dubai 

23 :35. 

CainriJ®) 

23:55. 

00:35. 

....^Damascus, Paris0& 
Amstodam®): 

03:00 

0420 


,,, 

Remedy 

06:15. 



06:40 BdruLLondiw^ 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) ' 
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Home News 


Queen chairs strategy meeting on child rights 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday chaired a 
strategy session at the 
National Task Force for 
Children (NTFC) head- 
quarters to discuss the 
cooperation between the 
NTFC and the Jordan 
River for Development 
Projects (JRDP) on the 
development of the draft 
Child Act, according to a 
press release Wednesday. 

Queen Noor, who chairs 
the NTFC, said the Child 
Act would serve as a spe- 
cific “frame of reference 
setting out our national 
commitments based on the 
International and Arab 
Conventions on the Rights 
of the Child, and also sup- 
port and call for the exten- 


sive development and 
revision of existing legali- 
sation on children’s issues 
in different fields,” the 
statement read. 

The Queen expressed 
her ^ appreciation for 
JRDP's cooperation in the 
field of child abuse, which 
is “setting an example for 
non-governmental organi- 
sations (NGOs) working 
in the field of child wel- 
fare." the announcement 
continued. 

The NTFC is working 
with the Ministry of 
Social Development, other 
ministries, NGOs, and 
specialists on revising and 
developing a comprehen- 
sive draft Child Act. 
which had initially been 
prepared by the Ministry 


of Social Development in 
1986 in accordance with 
the 1990 International 
Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, the National 
Plan of Action, and the 
Jordanian Constitution 
and National Charter, 
according to the state- 
ment. 

The draft Child Act, 
which the Ministry of 
Social Development and 
the NTFC plan to submit 
to the new Parliament by 
the end of this year, com- 
prises six main chapters 
on health, social cane, edu- 
cation, child labour, penal 
codes, and general laws, 
the press release read. 

JRDP, over which HRH 
Princess Rania presides, 
has developed a special 


unit for child abuse, which 
is coordinating with the 
NTFC to incorporate sug- 
gested amendments to 
existing penal codes relat- 
ed to child abuse in partic- 
ular, the announcement 
read. 

Attending the meeting 
with the Queen were 
Princess Rania, the 
Queen’s social policy 
advisor In’am Mufti, 
members of the NTFC 
legislative committee 
including Na'ela Rash dan, 
members of the JRDP 
Child Abuse Project, and 
NTFC Coordinator Hayat 
Yaghi, the statement con- 
cluded. 


Princess Basina attends exhibit in Bahrain 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Bahrain 
Emir Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifeh 
Wednesday received HRH 
Princess Basina, who visited 
Bahrain to attend the open- 
ing of an exhibition of Jor- 
danian handicrafts. 

The items on display are 
ornamental ceramic prod- 


ucts, such as vases, pro- 
duced by the Bayt A1 Bawa- 
di Centre in Amman, which 
is operated by the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment (QAF). 

Princess Basma, QAF 
president, formally opened 
the three-day exhibition in a 
bid to promote the market- 


ing of the handicrafts in 
Bahrain and the Gulf Area 
to raise funds for various 
QAF social development 
activities in the Kingdom. 

The Princess conveyed 
greetings to the emir from 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and best wishes for further 
prosperity and progress for 


B ahrain. 

She praised the existing 
strong ties between the peo- 
ples of Jordan and B ahrain. 

Princess Basma expressed 
her appreciation to the emir 
for the hospitality accorded 
to her and for his endeav- 
ours to bolster Bahrain’s ties 
with Jordan in all fields. 


Health professionals announce plan to resume strike 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Public 
sector health professionals 
have announced their deci- 
sion to resume work stop- 
pages, starling with a two- 
hour strike Monday in support 
of their demand for better pay 
and more favourable working 
conditions. 

Bassem Dajani. the health 
professionals spokesperson. 


Thursday announced that the 
decision was taken foOowing 
a meeting by the dentists, doc- 
tors, and pharmacists associa- 
tions. 

He stated that they would 
meet again Monday evening 
to decide upon further action 
in support of their demands. 

The health professionals 
who have been observing on 


and off work stoppages over 
the past several weeks have 
said they resorted to strikes 
after all the meetings with the 
minister or health and medical 
care ended with no results. 

Furthermore. Dr Dajani 
said the heads of the three 
associations will hold a press 
conference Saturday at noon 
to explain the strikers’ 


dpmarvfc 

Dr Dajani also announced 
that the three associations 
have created a committee 
chaired by former Health 
Minis ter Ziihair Malbas to 
serve as a liaison between the 
associations and the Ministry 
of Health and reach a final 
solution to the outstanding 
issues. 
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Regent stresses need for knowledge 
on Jerusalem to ’defend Holy City’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
has emphasised the need for 
Muslims to acquire more 
knowledge and information 
on Jerusalem to defend the 
Arab and Islamic rights in 
the Holy City. 

There is need for the cre- 
ation of a database to provide 
information on Jerusalem so 
the Holy City will remain 
alive in the consciousness of 
the world, the Regent said at 
a meeting Thursday with a 
visiting delegation represent- 
ing the American Islamic 
Council (AIC). 

Prince Hassan emphasised 


the importance of coopera- 
tion in cultural fields and the 
continuation of the intensive 
work reflecting Islam's kind 
and tolerant image to the 
world. 

Scholars should be objec- 
tive and expose the facts 
with the purpose of convey- 
ing accurate and useftil 
information to the public on 
Jerusalem, he said. 

At the meeting, the Regent 
reiterated his earlier call for 
the creation of an 
international zakat fund to 
encourage solidarity among 
Muslims worldwide. 

He stressed that the centrist 
and moderate character of 


Islam encourages reform. 

Referring to the U.N.’s 
planned celebration next 
year of the 50th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the Regent 
said: “We can partake in and 
contribute to that celebration 
by highlighting Islam’s sub- 
lime and tolerant values and 
concepts, which entail solid 
foundations for constructive 
cultural cooperation for the 
good of all nations.” 

AIC Executive Director 
Abdul Rahman Amoudi 
briefed the Regent on the 
activities of the Islamic com- 
munities in the U.S., point- 
ing out the council’s pro- 


gramme of preaching open- 
ness to the other monotheis- 
tic faiths and American soci- 
ety. 

He praised Prince Hasson’s 
ongoing efforts to promote 
interfaith dialogues and his 
endeavours to project 
Islam's tolerant image to the 
world. 

Attending the meeting was 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
Advisor on Islamic Affairs 
Sheikh Izzeddin Khatib. 
Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam 
Abbadi, and Mohammad 
Adnan Bakhit, president of 
A1 al Bayt University. 


Police questioning Ma’an clan 
members involved in triple murder 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Authorities 
are questioning members of 
two clans from Ma’an who 
were involved in a shooting 
incident last week that left 
three people dead and two 
others injured on the desert 
highway. 

The incident, which 
occurred on Oct. 28 near 
the Thaba* intersection and 
involved members of “two 
prominent clans in this trib- 
al area, was attributed to 
dispute over trespassing," 
according to an official 
source. 

The source said on the 


evening of the incident, two 
brothers, accompanied by a 
group of 1 1 people, headed 
to Thaba' castle in two 
vehicles with digging tools 
to hunt for gold. 

While the group was dig- 
ging in the area, the source 
maintained, a car, driven by 
one of the suspects, Khalid 
S., 21, approached them, 
“fired several shots and fled 
the area.” 

Fearing that their activi- 
ties might be discovered, 
the first group drove away 
from the area, the source 
told the Jordan Times. 

During that time, Khalid 
S. went to his tribe and 
informed them that a group 


of people, whom he did not 
know, hod trespassed on 
their lands. 

The suspect and a group 
of his tribe members, all 
carrying guns and automat- 
ic weapons, intercepted one 
of the two vehicles of the 
first group, “and when 
Amjad B. descended from 
his vehicle to identity him- 
self, Khalid S. shot him 
eight times, then shot one 
of the car passengers. 
Ahmad B., killing them 
both. They then fled to a 
nearby farm." 

The source added that the 
brother of the victim. Sul- 
tan, who was behind, went 
looking for Khalid at the 


farm. 

“One of the suspect’s 
friends. Rafe' SaJvilah, 
opened Fire at Sultan while 
he was inside the farm, but 
missed him, and Sultan 
returned fire and killed 
Rafe’,” the source main- 
tained. 

Following the shooting 
incident, police cordoned 
off the area and arrested the 
concerned parties, the 
source said. 

“All parties involved are 
being interrogated by the 
criminal prosecutor, who is 
expected to refer their case 
to the criminal case after 
concluding his investiga- 
tion,” the source added. 
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Diabetes conference scheduled 
to open today at U. of Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A con- 
, ference on diabetes is 
scheduled to open today at 
die University of Jordan 
with the participation of 
physicians and specialists 
from Jordan and the U.S.. 
according to an official 
announcement Friday. 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurd! 


will open the three-day 
conference, which will deal 
with a wide range of dia- 
betes-related topics, from 
diagnosis to treatment with 
nuclear medical technolo- 
gy, according to the 
announcement. 

Other topics include the 
role of educating the public 
on prevention, coping with 


diabetes, and the treatment 
-of r. durabilities _ resulting 
from the disease, the state- 
ment said. 

Several working papers 
will deal with educating 
patients and their families 
on how to care for diabetics 
and the nutritional factors 
in dealing with the disease. 


Over 400 attend Soltau's funeral 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hun- 
dreds of people from all 
parts of the Kingdom Fri- 
day paid farewell to 81- 
year-old Eleanor Soltaou. 
founder of AJ Noor Sanato- 
rium Society for Chest Dis- 
eases, who passed away 
Wednesday. 

Over 400 people attended 
Dr. Soltau’s funeral in 
recognition of the valuable 
services she provided to the 
communities in Mafraq, the 


eastern Badia. and other 
parts of the Kingdom for 
over 30 years. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, die Regent, delegated 
his special advisor, Michael 
Hamarneh, to take part in 
the funeral services. 

Dr. Soltau passed away 
after she sustained fatal 
injuries in a fire accident 
started by a kerosene 
heater. 

The late Dr. Soltau, a U.S. 


citizen, arrived in the King- 
dom in 1967 with 65-year- 
old Aiken Coleman of Aus- 
tralia in a mission to help 
save the lives of the resi- 
dents of the remote regions. 

The two also opened a 
clinic in Rass Al Naqab, 
near Ma'an, for chest dis- 
eases. 

The two first arrived to 
the Aroub area in the West 
Bank in the early 50s. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Government announces dosings 
in observance of King's birthday 

AMMAN (Petra) — All ministries . gov- 
ernment departments, and public institu- 
tions will be closed Thursday, Nov. 13, in 
observance of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
62nd birthday Friday, in accordance with a 
communique issued by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. 


Princess Rania recognises baseball 
winners 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Princess Rania 
Friday attended a special ceremony held at 
Terra’Sancta School and presented awards 
and medals to 50 winners in a baseball 
competition organised by the Association 
of Children of Jordan. Taking part in the 
competition were school children aged 5- 
15. 
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WHAT'S GOING ON 


church service 

'♦ Remembrance day church service at 
the Church of the Redeemer, First Circle, 
Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

> Conceit by the Ensemble Incanto at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p-m. 

film 

* Comedy: “Schulz und Schulz (P *■ 0 
at Goethe-Institut, Jabal Amm an at 4.30 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

♦ Bani Hamida fall exhibition 


“Encounter” (displaying rugs designed by 
Japanese textile designer Tomoko Iyoda) 
at Bani Hamida House, Jabal Am man, 
until Nov. 25 (Tfel. 658696/7). 

* Exhibition of wicker accessories from 
Wadi Rayan, handicrafts and gift items at 
the Jordan Rivers Desists showroom (Tel. 
613081), until Nov. 23.. .;' , 

* Works by Su’ad Ibrahim entitled "The 

Soul Rest” at Hamourabi Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street (Tel. 553098), until Nov. 
li. : . 

* Paintings by Patnce Cadennec at me 
French Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, 
until Nov. 26. 

* Works by Bahraini artist Sheikh 
Rashid Al Khalifa at Darat Al Funum, 
Jabal Weibdeh, until Nov. 15. Also dis- 
playing a new collection of works by con- 
temporary Arab artists (TfcL 643251/2). 


Minister attends 
U.N. agriculture 
conference in Rome 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mijhem 
Khreisha and a Jordanian 
delegation Friday attended 
the opening session of the 
U.N. Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO) confer- 
ence, which is being held in 
the Italian capital of Rome. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Khreisha said the par- 
ticipants in the conference 
will discuss the global state 
of agriculture and 
international and regional 
plans and strategies to 
increase food production. 

Mr. Khreisha Monday 
will deliver Jordan’s 
address to the conference, 
in which he will review the 
Kingdom’s efforts to 
increase agricultural and 
food production. 

The agenda of the confer- 
ence includes discussions 


on the mid-term plan on 
food, which covers the peri- 
od from 1998 to 2003, as 
well as FAO plans to imple- 
ment agricultural projects at 
the international and 
regional levels. 

Mr. Khreisha said the 
conference will also discuss 
human rights, including the 
right to adequate food and 
the need to include this 
right in international and 
national legislation. The 
conference will call on the 
donor countries and 
international finance agen- 
cies to provide support and 
loans to developing coun- 
tries to enable them to 
implement their food pro- 
duction projects. 

The conference is sched- 
uled to endorse the FAO 
programme of action and its 
1998 projects, estimated to 
cosr $25 million. 



Opposition groups 
denounce American 
sanctions on Sudan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
12 opposition political par- 
ties have called on the Arab 
Nation to counter American 
attempts to impose total 
sanctions on Sudan by 
opening the borders with 
that country and lifting the 
embargo imposed on Iraq 
and Libya. 

In a statement released 
Thursday, the opposition 
bloc said the American 
adminis tration's move to 
further tighten sanctions on 
Khartoum coincided with 
further U.S. material, mili- 
tary, and other forms of 
support for “the Zionist 
enemy” and openly dis- 
played a hostile attitude 
towards the Arab Nation. 

“The American move 
against Sudan also coin- 
cides with new threats of 
more sanctions on Iraq and 
Libya. American conspira- 
cies have been launched 
against all Arab states by 
encouraging the Zionist 
enemy to conduct attacks 
on Lebanon, backing Turk- 
ish aggression against Iraq, 
and threatening Syria with 
war because of its stead- 


fastness." the statement 
said. 

“While condemning these 
hostile moves, the opposi- 
tion parties call on political 
forces, parties, and unions 
in the Arab World, as well 
as the Arab masses at large, 
to declare their support for 
Sudan and to mobilise their 
ranks to repel these aggres- 
sive acts against the Arab 
World. The opposition also 
calls for a determined 
struggle to evict the Ameri- 
can forces from the Arab 
World and to end all forms 
of official Arab military 
and economic collaboration 
with the enemy,” the state- 
ment added. 

“The time has come for 
ending any consideration of 
the U.S. government as a 
sponsor of the so-called 
peace process because the 
American stand is a carbon 
copy of the Zionist stand. 
The time has come for lift- 
ing all forms of sanctions 
on Iraq, Libya, and Sudan 
and opening all Arab coun- 
tries’ borders with these 
three Arab states,” the 
statement concluded. 


TO THE VICTOR: Supporters of Hamad Abu Zeid, a bedouin candidate, cele- 
brate Mr. Abu Zeid’s election Friday by slaughtering a sheep in Sahab. Tribal lead- 
ers loyal to His Mqjesty King Hussein took the majority of the seats in the Lower 
House of Parliament (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


r OPROEP AAN ALLE 

NEDERLANDERS 

IN HET BUITENL AND 

Tweede Kamerverkiezingen 6 mei 1998 

Op 6 mei 1998 zullen de verkiezingen voor de Tweede Kamer worden 
gehouden. ledere stemgerechtigde Nederlander kan aan deze verkiezingen 
deelnemen, ook als hij of zij in het buitenland woont. Dai wil zeggen dat 
iedereen met de Nederlandse national iteit, ongeacht zijn of haar 
woonplaats. van 18 jaar of ouder in principe kan deelnemen. 

MAAK GEBRUIK VAN UW STEMRECHT 

Hoe kunt u stemmed? 

Om te kumien stemmen moet u zich tijdig als kiezer registreren. Van 3 
november 1997 tot en met 24 maart 1998 kunt u zich laten opnemen in het 
kiezersregister voor de Tweede Kamerverkiezingen. De kiesregistratie- 
formulieren zijn op aanvraag verkrijgbaar bij uw ambassade of consular. 
Tevens kunt u de formulicren terugvinden op de internet-site van het 
Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken. 

Heeft u al eerder gestemd? 

Nederlanders die in 1994 in het buitenland woonden en toen hebben 
deelgenomen aan de verkiezingen voor de Tweede Kamer krijgen 
automatisch van de gemeenie Den Haag een nieuw kiesregistratie- 
formulier toegezonden. Zij krijgen dat uiteraard toegestuurd op het in 1994 
opgegeven adres. Als u in de tussentijd verhuisd bent kunt u voor de 
zekerheid het best een nieuw registratieformulier aanvragen. 

Wilt u meet informatie? 

Op de internet-site van Buitenlandse Zaken vindt u een beschrijving van de 
registratieprocedure. U kunt natuurlijk ook altijd contact opnemen met uw 
ambassade of consul aat. 


I ^Internet Buitenlandse Zaken: http:Wwww.minbuza.nl 
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Revolution anniversary highlights 
rift between Yeltsin, former comrades 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin con- 
demned the bloodshed 
caused by the 1917 October 
Revolution as around 10.000 
Communists marched 
through central Moscow 
Friday to mark the 80th 

anniversary of the Bolshevik 

seizure of power. 

Braving heavy snow and 
sleet hardline Communists, 
most of whom were aged 
over 40. turned out in 
strength to protest against 
Mr. Yeltsin’s market reforms 
and commemorate the revo- 
lution, waving red flags and 
accompanied by Soviet-era 
songs blaring through loud- 
speakers. 

Addressing his supporters 
in front of the Lubyanka — 
once a notorious prison for 
victims of die Stalinist terror 
— Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov called 
for “The rebirth of Socialist 
Russia and of the ideas of 
the Great October 
Revolution” 

The anniversary date 
became Nov. 7 under the 
Gregorian calendar intro- 
duced after the revolution. 
Some of the marchers Friday 
sported fascist-style red 
flags with a white circle in 
the centre and the 
Communist hammer-and- 
sickle symbol in black, 
although traditional Soviet 
red flags predominated. 


During the decades of 
Soviet rule, the revolution 
anniversary was celebrated 
with giant parades on Red 
Square featuring military 
hardware. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 66, stressed 
Friday that it was important 
not to sweep history under 
the carpet and urged 
Russians to remember the 
events which shaped their 
lives while enjoying the new 
public holiday called 
‘’Concord and 

Reconciliation Day." 

Mr. Yeltsin, who was 
instrumental in dismantling 
the Soviet Union as Russian 
president in 1991, said the 
Bolshevik revolution “trig- 
gered the conflict in the 
heart of society” and 
“pushed Russians into a frat- 
ricidal civil war.” “Ordinary 
human values were sacri- 
ficed in the name of political 
fanaticism. 

“The revolution cut us off 
for a long time from the 
international community. It 
turned us into a scarecrow 
for other peoples and coun- 
tries." Mr. Yeltsin said in a 
pre-recorded speech broad- 
cast on national ORT televi- 
sion. 

However, he said it would 
be wrong to scrap the 
anniversary of the revolu- 
tion. which he described as 
“a historical lesson.” 

“Today we have a duty to 


remember all those who died 
in the internecine conflict. 
And also to understand and 
pardon those who made this 
fateful historic mistake: the 
mistake of putting a Utopian 
ideal above the lives of peo- 
pie" 

Ml Yeltsin, Russia’s first 
democratically elected presi- 
dent, announced that a 
memorial would be built 
soon to all the victims of the 
civil war, in which the 
Bolshevik Red Army defeat- 
ed Tsarist forces who were 
backed by foreign powers. 

Millions died in the civil 
war, which was accompa- 
nied by widespread famin e, 
and millions more (Bed later 
during Stalin’s tenor and 
World Warn. 

However, such honors 
were far from the minds of 
the diehard Communists cel- 
ebrating Friday. They beard 
Mr. Zyuganov proclaim that 
“revolutions happen when a 
deep rift divides the people 
from the authorities” — sug- 
gesting that the situation in 
1997 was as critical as that 
which sparked the 1917 rev- 
olution. 

“The authorities’ appeals 
for peace and reconciliation 
are futile. Millions of unem- 
ployed and refugees cannot 
accept such a peace,” Mr. 
Zyuganov said. 

Yuri Bus, a 59-year-old 
Communist supporter, told 


AFP: “The young don’t 
understand how bad the situ- 
ation is. 

“They’re drinking, doing a 
bit of business, they’re able 
to buy some old imported 
car and think they've got it 
made, but they haven't." 

In contrast, Mr. Yeltsin 
said Russia had entered a 
new era. in line with his 
appeal for national reconcil- 
iation a year ago. 

“The time has gone when 
we (Russians) were a super- 
power whose people lived in 
poverty, when we were the 
pioneers of the cosmos but 
drove along potholed roads. 

“It is now the time for peo- 
ple’s daily lives to become 
the state’s most important 
concern — its chief value.” 

Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, reviled 
as a “traitor” by Mr. 
Zyuganov's supporters, told 
Interfax news agency that 
the present Communist 
Party “is blocking the for- 
mation of a true left-wing 
opposition.” 

Condemning Mr. 

Zyuganov and his support- 
ers for having “got stuck 
with outdated approaches,” 
Mr. Gorbachev said they had 
“paved the way to the disin- 
tegration of the country 
completed by Boris Yeltsin 
and his team.” 



A Russian Communist raises his fist as he stands in front of an image of Vladimir 
Lenin, the founder of the Soviet state, during a demonstration celebrating the 80th 
anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution (Reuter photo) 


European Union urges Japan, U.S. 
to strengthen targets on global warming 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
European Union Friday 
called on Japan and the 
United States to strengthen 
their proposals for cutting 
so-called greenhouse gases 
blamed for global warming. 

EU Commissioner for the 
Environment Ritt 

Bjerregaard said the Dec. 1 
U.N. conference on climate 
change in Kyoto would be 
critical and urged Tokyo to 
take a lead to ensure suc- 
cess. 

“With all the evidence of 
climate change on the table 
it is quite clear that we need 
to have a successful confer- 
ence,” she told a media con- 
ference here ahead of infor- 
mal preparatory talks in 


Tokyo at the weekend. 

Taking 1990 greenhouse 
gas emissions as their base, 
Europe is calling for a 15 
per cent cut by 2010, Japan 
for a five per cent cut by 
2008 to 2012 and the United 
Stales for no change by 
2008 to 2012. 

“We need to be ambitious 
because this is a very seri- 
ous problem that we are try- 
ing to solve. Ms. 
Bjerregaard said. 

“A 15 per cent reduction 
can be made, it is an eco- 
nomically sound way, polit- 
ically feasible and techni- 
cally realistic,” she added. 
“All the governments in the 
European Union are very 
committed to this target.” 


The EU official said she 
hoped Tokyo would take a 
leading role to achieve suc- 
cess in Kyoto. She hoped it 
would improve its five per 
cent offer and help pressure 
Washington to bolster the 
U.S. commitment 
“I would like to see the 
Japanese government being 
more ambitious,” Ms. 
Bjerregaard said. *T am still 
hoping that the five per cent 
figure is not the last figure 
from the Japanese govern- 
ment” 

“I have absolute high 
hopes for the Japanese lead- 
ership for this conference.” 
Members of the confer- 
ence should not give up on 
the United States joining a 


Kyoto deal, she said. 
Washington has been reluc- 
tant to improve its offer and 
is calling for developing 
nations to join at Kyoto. 

“I do not think that we 
should give up the United 
States, said Ms. 
Bjerregaard. “We want the 
U.S. on board, we want 
Japan to work hand in hand 
with us to push the United 
States to accept a more 
ambitious target” 

Asked whether there 
would be another confer- 
ence if Kyoto failed to come 
to an agreement she 
replied: “What we need 
now is a decision. What we 
need is political courage.” 


Hindu nationalists woo 
Congress in bid to form 
new government 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s Hindu nationalists, 
the country’s largest parlia- 
mentary party, said Friday 
they were ready to try and 
form a new government if 
they could win the support 
of defectors from a rival 
group. 

Leader Lai Krishna 
Advani told The Economic 
Times newspaper that his 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian People’s Party) 
could make a bid for power 
if there was a split in the 
Congress L India’s second 
largest party. 

India is currently ruled by 
a minority coalition of more 
than a dozen disparate par- 
ties, which is kept in power 
by Congress backing. The 
BJP heads the opposition. 

Mr. Advani said the BJP, 
which formed a govern- 
ment last year following 
hung elections but which 
was lost power within a 
fortnight after failing to win 
a majority, had not intended 
“to make another try at gov- 
ernment formation" before 
the next general elections. 

But he'added: ‘‘Suddenly, 
the situation has changed.” 

He said “absolutely no 
bargaining” was going on 
but that if a third of the 
Congress party defected 
“we are willing to consid- 
er.” 

Under Indian law, at least 
a third of a party — 
Congress has 140 members 
out of 545 in India’s lower 
house, compared to the 
BJP’s 1 80 — have to split 
to be recognised as a legal 
entity. 

Friday's public appeal by 


Mr. Advani came after the 
BJP last month caused a 
split within the regional 
Congress Party in the north- 
ern state of Uttar Pradesh 
and formed an assembly 
with the backing of the 
splinter group. 

The BJP, whose right 
wing policies and pro- 
Hindu agenda have tradi- 
tionally been opposed by 
Congress, has hinted it will 
try the same tactics at the 
national level. 

Meanwhile India's main 
Communist Party, which 
supports Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral’s 
minority United Front 
coalition, accused the BJP 
of trying to wrest power 
and urged leftists to rally 
around the government. 

Harkishan Singh Sinjeet, 
general secretary of the 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), said Hindu 
nationalists “had their eye 
on the centre”, and added 
workers, farmers and the 
poor would suffer if they 
came to power. 

Mr. Suijeet said the BJP 
would undermine India's 
social fabric by causing 
religious divisions between 
Hindus and Muslims. 

Mr. Advani, considered 
one of India’s shrewdest 
politicians, argued many 
Congress members of par- 
liament had overcome their 
traditional distaste of the 
right-wing BJP. 

He said of Mr. Gujral’s 
government ‘Its days are 
already numbered. What 
next, is the question — 
elections or something 
else?” 


Amnesty says 34 tortured 
since Zambia coup bid 


LUSAKA (R) — The inter- 
national human rights 
watchdog Amnesty 
International charged 
Friday that around 34 peo- 
ple detained after a bun- 
gled coup attempt in 
Zambia last week had been 
tortured by state interroga- 
tors. 

The London-based 
organisation urged 

President Frederick 
Chiluba’s government to 
stop the torture, which, it 
said, included the infliction 
of cigarette burns, beatings 
and electric shocks. 

“Amnesty International 
today strongly condemns 
the torture and ill-treatment 
over the past week of a 
prominent opposition 
leader and up to 33 other 
detainees arrested in con- 
nection with last week’s 
attempted coup d'etat,” it 
said in a statement, 

“The attempted coup 
cannot be used as an 
excuse to inflict this cruel. 
inhuma n and degrading 
punishment.” 

In the statement faxed to 
Reuters in Lusaka from 
London. Amnesty said the 
detainees — many of them 
military officers — had 
also been denied food and 
water. 

“I am not aware that any- 
one has been tortured,” Mr. 
Chiluba's spokesman 
Richard Sakaia told 
Reuters in response to the 
report 

The government said last 
week it had arrested 17 sus- 
pects in connection with an 
attempted coup on Oct 28 
led by Captain Steven 
Lungu who accused the 
government of corruption. 

But Dean Mungomba, 
head of the opposition 


Zambia Democratic 
Congress and the only 
civilian known to have 
been detained under emer- 
gency laws invoked a day 
after the coup attempt said 
before a court hearing he 
shared his cell with 33 mil- 
itary officers. 

Amnesty International 
said interrogators suspend- 
ed Mr. Mungomba from a 
metal bar by his hand- 
cuffed hands and rope-tied 
legs, then beat him in a 
common torture method 
called “the swing.” 

He was also tortured by 
electric shocks applied to 
his metal handcuffs and 
was interrogated for up to 
18 hours after each inci- 
dent of torture. 

“According to his lawyer, 
Robert Simenza, he was in 
such pain that he cried like 
a baby and when the pain 
left him, he didn’t even 
biow what was going on,” 
Amnesty said. 

The 33 other detainees 
were allegedly tortured in 
three torture rooms at the 
central police headquarters. 

Wednesday, the Lusaka 
high court ordered the stare 
to provide Mr. Mungomba 
with medical help, and to 
grant him access to food 
and water after his lawyers 
told the court of his torture. 

It also ordered that he be 
given access to his lawyers 
and family, who had been 
barred from seeing him. 

Mr. Mungomba, who is 
yet to be charged, has chal- 
lenged the legality of his 
detention and is due to 
appear in court for a hear- 
ing on Nov. 12. 

The detained military 
officers do not have legal 
representation and have not 
challenged their detention. 


Gorbachev 
expected 
to reenter 
Swiss 
hospital 

ZURICH (R) — Former 
Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev's health problems 
forced him to cancel another 
public appearance in 
Switzerland and will probably 
land him back in the hospital 
his environmentalist Green 
Cross group said Friday. 

Mr. Gorbachev. 66. was 
unable to attend a benefit din- 
ner for the group, of which he 
is president, Thursday night in 
Basle. He had earlier checked 
our of a Bern hospital after 
two days of tests for whar 
aides described as alleigy 
problems. 

“He win probably go back 
into the hospital” Swiss 
member of parliament Roland 
Wiederkehr, who beads the 
National Green Cross 
Chapter, told Reuters. 

“At the moment he is in his 
boteL His condition is 
unchanged, the same as yes- 
terday evening.” 

Mr. Wiederkehr said it was 
not the extensive senes of 
allergy tests that triggered Mr. 
Gcabachev’s latest illness, but 
rather an intense allergic reac- 
tion. 

“It was not the tests. (The 
problem) is that for which he 
underwent die tests in die first 
place, a terribly strong allergy 
which made his whole face 
swell up,” he said. 

“It is understandable that he 
does not wish to be pho- 
tographed in this condition or 
he would appear on every 
front page around the world” 

Mr Wiederkehr held our 
hope that Mr Gorbachev 
would be able to attend a ben- 
efit dinner in Zurich Riday 
evening. 

“Every now and then even 
you and I have a face first 
thin g in the morning that we 
hope will calm down in the 
course of the day. We hope he 
can be in Zurich this 
evening,” he said 

It appeared he would not 
attend the group’s board meet- 
ing and subsequent news con- 
ference scheduled for Friday. 

Marion Starck at the Green 
Cross press office in Zurich 
said the former Soviet leader 
took part in a public presenter 
tion of an energy project in 
Basle Thursday evening. 

“He attended that and held a 
small talk, then he found that 
his voice could not cope with 
the strain. Apparently he had 
some tests to do with his 
throat, which made it difficult 
for his voice to carry” she 
sakL 


IRA, Sinn Fein 
resignations show 
divisions over peace talks 


BELFAST i AFP) — A slew 
of resignations from the IRA 
and its political wing Sinn 
Fein has highlighted serious 
divisions ~ within the 
Republican camp over the 
Northern Ireland peace 
process. 

Security sources in Belfast 
and Dublin acknowledge the 
resignations are “a significant 
development but not a crisis.” 

and say the province’s 
Republicans remain largely 
united. 

The resignations and 
reshuffles over the past 
month are worrying bur do 
not pose a threat to the cease- 
fire, which the IRA has 
scrupulously respected since 
July 20, Mi rebel McLaughlin, 
one of Sinn Fein's leaders, 
told BBC radio. 

“The resignations do not 
mean a return to conflict.” he 
said. 

A meeting last month in 
Northern Ireland of the IRA's 
executive led to the resigna- 
tion of at least three top offi- 
cials who disapproved of the 
principles of non-violence 
and disarmament Sinn Fein 
signed up for in order to take 
pan in multi-party peace talks 
in Belfast on the future of 
Northern Ireland. 

The officials have been 
“retired” from the leadership 
but have no intention of join- 
ing dissident republican 
groups such as the Continuity 
Army Council (CAC). which 
refuses to respect the cease- 
fire. 

The Irish Independent 
newspaper Thursday reported 
that up to 20 Irish Republican 
Army members had resigned, 
but security sources in Belfast 
believe this to be an over-esti- 
mation. 

Late Thursday, a dozen 
Sinn Fein militants reportedly 
resigned from the party dur- 
ing a meeting in the Irish 
town of Dundalk close to the 
border. 

Mr. McLaughlin did not 
dispute the figure but said 
“the vast majority of our 
membership are committed 


to bringing about this oppor- 
tunity for peace” which Gerry 
Adams. Martin McGirinne&s 
and the rest of the Sinn Fein 
leadership is pursuing. 

Sinn Fein was admitted to 
the talks only after the IRA 
declared a ceasefire and the 
party signed up to the princi- 
ples on non-violence and dis- 
armament. 

Some political observers 
see the resignations as similar 
to an ERA split in 1986 which 
gave birth to the Republican 
Sinn Fein party and CAC, 
which refused to abandon the 
armed struggle to force the 
British out of Northern 
Ireland. 

Security sources in Belfast 
said the reshuffles showed the 
IRA preferred to keep the 
hardliners within the move- 
ment rather than boot them 
out and risk them causing 
more trouble. 

More encouragingly, they 
also said there were still no 
signs of any kind of IRA 
activity, unlike the last cease- 
fire in 1994-96 during which 
paramilitaries continued 
training. 

The IRA leadership is exer- 
cising “total and absolute 
control” over these men. 
Republican sources said. 

They said this was true 
even though a recent attack 
an a bonier town showed that 
the CAC possessed Semtex, 
an explosive only the IRA 
possesses in Northern 
Ireland. 

It was also true even though 
the latest resignations were 
unexpected evidence of dis- 
sension within a movement 
that has always been careful 
to show a united front, they 
added. 

The multi-party peace 
negotiations are scheduled to 
resume next week to set an 
agenda for talks on two fronts 
— the devolution of legisla- 
tive powers to Northern 
Ireland, and setting up cross- 
border bodies between 
Ireland and the province, a 
subject of deep concern to 
Protestant unionists. 


Lightning strikes dead six 
elephants in Kruger Park 

SKUKUZA, South Africa (AFP) — — A bolt of lightning 
killed six elephants in Kruger Park, South Africa's largest 
game reserve, as they tried to shelter from a storm, the 
SAPA news agency reported Friday. 

A ranger discovered the bodies of three female elephants 
and three young, aged between two and three years, after 
he saw vultures circling overhead. 

Traces of bums showed that lightning had shot through 
the elephants who were huddled together in an attempt to 
protect themselves, said Chris van der Linde, spokesman in 
Skukuza. one of the park’s main camps. 

“This type of occurrence is very rare and has seldom hap- 
pened m the park,” he added. 


BBC-TV 
to launch 
24-hour 
news 
network 
in Britain 


LONDON (AFP) — 
television is to launch a 
hour news network 
Britain Sunday which 
compete directly with ! 
Murdoch’s Sky News 
nel on cable TV 

Executives of die 
channel said that several i 
operators had already i 
ed they would drop 
News, a pay channel 
carries commercials, 
favour of BBC News 
which will be free aid with- 
out ads. 

Murdoch's BSkyB tried 
unsuccessfully to block the 
BBC project, but British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
management insisted it was 
part of the network’s public 
service mission. 

“BBC News 24 wiB gjve 
licence fee payers a public 
service choice for a multi- 
channel ace,” said BBC 
News Director Tony HaB. 

The BBC already has an 
all-news international chan- 
nel. BBC World, which has a 
large following o utside 
Britain but cannot be broad- 
cast domestically because it is 
financed by advertisements. 

BBC News 24 promises 
broad coverage bui will stress 
regional news, executives 
said. The BBC has 13 region- 
al bureaux and 42 foreign 
bureaux. 

“No (me has got a system of 
regional centres in Britain like 
ours, plus we’ve got the 
biggest network of interna- 
tional bureaux of any broad- 
caster.” presenter Gavin Ester 
said. 

The BBC stressed mean- 
while that the 30 million 
pound IS51 million) budget 
would not be ar the expense 
of other radio or TV channels 
but would come from monies 
trimmed from the group's 
operating budget 

Much of the money went to 
computerised editing and 
b roa dcasting equipment 
intended to help keep person- 
nel costs down. 




Belgium 
pastor to 
seek release 
on bail 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — A 
Hungarian-born preacher 
suspected of murdering at 
least six relatives is to appeal 
his continued detention pend- 
ing trial, court officials said 
Friday. 

Andras Pandy, 71. has been 
charged with murdering two 
ex-wives and four of his eight 
children between 1986 and 
1990. He has denied the 
charges. 

The bones of at least three 
bodies were found under a 
concrete slab in die baseme n t 
of one of his homes in 
Brussels in late October: 

A search of his properties 
also turned up traces of Wood 
in a stairway and human tis- 
sue of imdetemrined criginiD 
two refrigerators as well as an 
urn which Pandy said con- 
tamed tire ashes of a sister 
who died in Hungary in 1994. 

DNA analyses were tifldff 
way, Hilde Vandevooide of 
the Brussels prosecutor’s 
office, said Friday. 

Authorities were expected 
to conclude searches at oae 
house Friday but other prop' 
erties would also be checked 
as police tried to locate pte VI ‘ 
ous occupants of the haises, 
Ms. Vandevoorde sakLThey 
were also trying to dctemBE? 
whether Mr. Pandy had fife? 
elsewhere in Belgium beflsc 
acquiring the property 
question. 

Asked about ... 
tiie detained might m 
Mr. Pandy ’s younger I*® 6 ? 
and that Ml 
in 1956, Ms. 
said there was no . 
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Anger in South Korea and 
Japan over disputed islets 


The village of Valverde de Leanes, near Merida, after strong rains and winds swept through it (AFP photo) 

Spanish leaders visit flood region as search goes on 


BADAJOZ, Spain (AFP) 
— Spanish Crown Prince 
Felipe and Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar were 
expected in the stricken 
Badajoz region of south- 
west Spain Friday in the 
wake of flooding which 
killed 21 people. 

Meanwhile, reseue 
workers resumed the 
search for a six-year-old 


girl and a 39-year-old 
man still missing follow- 
ing torrential rains 
Wednesday night. 

A further 11 people 
were killed just over the 
border in Portugal by the 
storms which left thou- 
sands of people without 
telephone and electricity 
and made roads and rail 
lines impassable. 


Although the rain had 
stopped Friday, several 
roads were still flooded 
and the villages of Balboa 
and Alcazaba were cut 
off. 

Some 700 officers from 
Spain's Civil Guard, as 
well as firemen and mili- 
tary, were Friday 
involved in the salvage 
operation. 


The flooding which 
ranks among the most 
deadly in Spain in the past 
20 years, has reopened 
the debate on prevention 
of natural disasters in a 
country where the memo- 
ry is still fresh of a mud- 
slide which swept through 
a camping site in the 
Pyrenees killing 86 peo- 
ple in August last year. 


Vietnam storm toll 
hits 358 as search 
for survivors continues 


Typhoon Linda lifts 
haze over Indonesia 


HANOI (AFP) — The 
death toll five days after 
Typhoon? Linda -struck the 
southern coast of Vietnam 
has— reached -358 and 
another 1,945 fisherman 
are still missing, officials 
said Friday. 

Figures obtained from 
the offices of storm and 
flood control committees 
in 12 provinces of the 
Mekong Delta show that 
607 people were injured 
and hundreds of millions 
of dollars of damage was 
inflicted. Vietnam is mar- 
shalling all its forces in a 
rescue attempt to search 
and recover fisherman 
caught unexpectedly at sea 
when Linda hit Sunday. 

“We do not have massive 
governmental rescue 
forces so we have autho- 
rised the inhabitants of 
each locality to conduct 
the search at sea,” said an 
official from the Commit- 
tee for Storm and Flood 
Control of southern Viet- 
nam. 

He said helicopters and 
boats were working day 
and night in the search — 
a measure which had paid 
off. An official front Ca 
Man province, which bore 
the brunt of the storm, said 
the province had managed 
to rescue 2.157 people. 

“We don’t know- when 
this search work will fin- 


ish, but we will continue 
as long as there is hope of 
finding someone,” be said. 

According to statistics 
from the Disaster Manage- 
ment Unit (DMU) of the 
U.N. Development Pro- 
gramme, by late Thursday, 
2,326 boats had sunk. 

A DMU official praised 
Vietnam's rescue efforts, 
saying the country’s “cul- 
ture is based on disaster 
relief.” 

In Kien Giang province, 
w here 684 people are still 
’missing, an official said 
that local relief supplies 
had been exhausted. But 
local residents remain 
optimistic about rescue 
operations despite the 
odds. 

“Everyone is devastated 
by the disaster but the 
families of victims have 
not given way to despair 
and hope to see once again 
their loved ones at the end 
of each rescue mission,” 
he said. 

Official figures released 
by the Central Committee 
of Storm and Rood Con- 
trol in Hanoi put the mate- 
rial damage at $365 mil- 
lion. The DMU in Hanoi 
reported that 64,516 
homes had been destroyed 
by the storm and subse- 
quent flooding, while 
other 1 10.869 houses were 
damaged. 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Typhoon Linda, which killed 
hundreds of people in a bru- 
tal sweep through South East 
Asia, has helped to lift chok- 
ing clouds of smog in 
Indonesia, the meteorology 
office here said Friday. 

The low pressure area sur- 
rounding Linda has produced 
air movements which have 
dragged smoke and clouds 
away from the island of 
Sumatra. Yunus of the mete- 
orology headquarters said. 

Winds over the country’s 
westernmost island were 
moving towards the west and 
northwest, canying smog 
and haze out into the Indian 
Ocean, he said. 

Riau, one of the provinces 
covered in smoke from 
Sumatra’s forest and ground 
fires, was clear Friday, with 
visibility reaching up to 
seven kilometres, a meteorol- 
ogy official in the provincial 
capital Pekanbaiu who iden- 
tified himself as Darwin said. 

Elsewhere, visibility was 
between three and ten kilo- 
metres, he said. 

Clearer skies were also 
recorded in Padang in West 
Sumtara, in Bengkulu 
province and in South Suma- 
tra, officials said. 

However, Padang airport 
remained closed Friday 
because visibility remained 
at only 1,200 metres, an air- 
port official said. 

Another notable exception 
was the province of Jambi. 
central Sumatra, one of the 


regions hardest hit by the 
haze. 

“Visibility is now down to 
around 75 metres compared 
to yesterday’s 300 metres," 
said Sumpeno of Jambi’s 
meteorology office. 

He said the thickening 
smoke was due to the 
absence of strong winds 
there since early in the morn- 
ing. 

Winds were pushing 
smoke inland in Kalimantan, 
the Indonesian pan of Bor- 
neo. and towards the west of 
the island. Mr. Yunus said. 

In Palangkaraya, the capi- 
tal of Central Kalimantan, 
visibility Friday afternoon 
was limited to 200 metres, 
said John Pieter from the 
meteorology office there. 

“We are sort of resigned to 
the fact that the smoke will 
only dissipate with the com- 
ing of the rainy season,” he 
said. 

Officials have warned that 
due to the El Nino weaiher 
phenomenon, the rainy sea- 
son might not begin until the 
end of the year. 

The smoke has blanketed 
much of Indonesia and 
Malaysia, Singapore, Thai- 
land and the Philippines 
since August, causing serious 
health concerns and massive 
disruption to daily life. 

Indonesian officials say at 
least 17 people have died 
from illnesses aggravated by 
the smoke haze and over 
100,000 people have suf- 
fered health problems. 


TB bacilli found in 
1,000 year-old mummy 


Road rage victim infected 
with HIV by headbutt 


LONDON (AFP) — Tuber- 
culosis bacilli were found in 
an Egyptian mummy dated 
to between 155(1 and 10S0 
BC, the British medical 
weekly The Lancet reported 
Friday. 

Dr. Andreas Nerlich and 
colleagues from the patholo- 
gy department of Munich's 
Utdwig-Maximilians Uni- 
versity isolated the bacilli 
using a sophisticated tech- 
nique to identify DNA at the 
molecular level. 

They had looked for the 
germ after notine that the 


mummy's right lung showed 
traces of tuberculosis. The 
Lancet said, adding that it 
was the first time molecular 
diagnosis had been earned 
out in a mummy. 

The report said the careful 
examination of mummies 
shed light on the prevalence 
of infectious diseases in 
ancient peoples, ft recalled 
that Colombian scientists 
had found the parasite 
responsible for Chagas dis- 
ease in a 4 , 000 -year-old 
mummy discovered on the 
borders’ of Peru and Chile. 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
Italian man was infected 
with the AIDS virus after 
being headbutted during a 
road rage attack, scientists 
said in the British medical 
journal The Lancet Friday. 

The man, who was not 
named, became infected 
with HIV and hepatitis B 
after being attacked by 
another driver following a 
car crash, the magazine 
reported. 

The force of the blow left 
imprints on both men's 
foreheads and caused them 


to bleed extensively, it said. 

Later it emerged the 
attacker was an intra- 
venous drug user and had 
tested positive for HIV. 
hepatitis B and hepatitis C 
in 1991. 

Italian scientist Andrea 
Brambilla was quoted as 
saying: “Blood tests 

strongly suggested that the 
similarity between the HIV 
DNA in the men had not 
happened by chance, and 
therefore the headbutter 
had indeed infected the vic- 
tim with the two viruses." 


Police seize Australian jailDreaker 


BRISBANE Australia (AFP) - Jter 

uwn who mounted a spectacular jail break here * 
a tip-off from a brothel, a police spokesman said tnouy. 

P«er Sterling, a 31-ye^old serving a 1 ^ ****** 
kidnap and rape, was found near Bnsbajte after he •- 

uised during a late-night visit to a brothel, police 

Mr Ste^smd four others broke out of a maximum security 


prison Wednesday after slicing cell bars with diamond encrust- 
ed wire smuggled to them. They then used a heavy bolt cutter 
thrown from outside to cut through other security fences. 

The four still on the run are convicted murderers Frenchman 
Oliver Alinric, 32, and Australians Andrew Jeffrey, 20 and Jason 
Nixon, 27. and armed robber Brendan Abbott, 35. 

More than 100 police, including elite security units, were hunt- 
ing the four described by police as desperate and dangerous. 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea and Japan Friday 
defiantly renewed claims of 
sovereignty and made new 
protests over a disputed 
cluster of small rocky 
islands. 

japan’s acting ambas- 
sador to Seoul, Odano 
Nobutake, was summoned 
by the Foreign Ministry to 
hear “regrets” over the 
summoning of South 
Korea's envoy in Tokyo 
Thursday, officials said. 

But in Tokyo. Prime Min- 
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
expressed regret over South 
Korea's building of a wharf 
on the islets, which has 
caused the new tension. 

A Japanese right-wing 
extremist was arrested Fri- 
day for allegedly trying to 
hurl a firebomb at the South 
Korean consulate general in 
the western Japanese city of 
Osaka. And Tokyo police 
braced for more demonstra- 
tions outside the South 
Korean embassy. 

The islands — known to 
Koreans as Tokdo and in 
Japan as Takeshima — 
have caused frequent 
demonstrations in the rival 


Chinese 
beepers 
wreaking 
havoc with 
air traffic 
control 

BELTING (AFP) — Personal 
pagers are wreaking havoc 
with China's air traffic con- 
trol and officials were 
inspecting transmitters and 
will dismantle those that 
cause problems, the official 
China Daily said Friday. 

More than 40 million 
“beepers" are in use in 
China, where there is a 
shortage of fixed telephone 
lines, and the transmitters 
used by the paging compa- 
nies can interfere with air 
traffic control. 

On June 3. more than 20 
planes were kept in a hold- 
ing pattern over Beijing's 
airport because of interfer- 
ence caused by 14 pager 
transmitters installed on the 
hills to the west of the capi- 
tal. the China Daily said. 

A similar incident 
occurred on Aug. 13 in 
Shenzhen, which borders 
Hong Kong in southern 
China, when the Shenzhen 
airport was forced to close 
for two hours, sending 
flights to other airports, the 
newspaper said. 

Hong Kong officials have 
also expressed concern that 
personal message transmit- 
ters in neighbouring Guang- 
dong province had been 
causing problems for its air 
traffic controllers. 

“Though the development 
of the country's radio paging 
systems is sound on the 
whole, some paging compa- 
nies violated state radio 
management regulations by 
establishing high-power 
transmitters on high hill 
tops, especially near those 
for air communications,” 
said Li Deji of the State 
Radio Regulatory Commis- 
sion. 

More than 2,800 paging 
companies have come into 
being since the devices were 
introduced in China in 1985, 
the China Daily said. In 
Guangdong province alone, 
more than 6,500 transmitters 
stronger than 100 watts have 
been installed, it said. 

Authorities began a 
national inspection in May. 
leading to the closure of the 
transmitters which disturbed 
Beijing airport communica- 
tions, die daily said. Shen- 
zhen-based companies will 
be inspected at the end of the 
month, it saicL 

Authorities were also 
encouraging the small pag- 
ing companies to merge their 
services to free radio fre- 
quencies, it said. 


countries. 

After Mr. Nobutake was 
summoned to the Foreign 
Ministry, a South Korean 
ministry official said: “We 
demand that Japan stop 
bringing up the issue of the 
islands and accept the fact 
that they belong to us.” 

When the South Korean 
ambassador was summoned 
in Tokyo, the Japanese gov- 
ernment demanded the new 
wharf be taken down on the 
islets which are midway 
between the two countries. 

“We have made our 
protest to the acting ambas- 
sador, and he is expected to 
relay our message back 
home," the ministry' official 
said. 

In Tokyo, the Japanese 
prime minister criticised 
the building of the wharf on 
the islets, which was offi- 
cially inaugurated Thurs- 
day. 

“It is very regrettable 
because I and President 
Kira Young-Sam have con- 
firmed repeatedly at meet- 
ings not to let bilateral rela- 
tions deteriorate over the 
issue of the small islands of 
Takeshima." Mr. Hashimo- 


to said. 

South Korea held a cere- 
mony on the nearby Ullung 
Island, to commemorate the 
completion of the 80- 
metre-long wharf which 
can harbour a 500-tonne 
ship. 

Tlie government said the 
ceremony was not held on 
Tokdo because of high seas, 
but Seoul newspapers said 
the tone of the celebration, 
a virtual reaffirmation of 
sovereignty', was scaled 
down not to provoke Japan. 

Yonhap News Agency 
said the minister of mar- 
itime affairs and fisheries. 
Joh Jung-Jay, was sched- 
uled to attend the ceremo- 
ny, but the government 
instead sent Vice-Minister 
Chang Sung- Woo. 

The" South Korean navy 
stepped up vigilance 
around the islands after its 
ambassador was summoned 
in Tokyo. It said the action 
was taken to prevent possi- 
ble infiltration of North 
Korea and Japanese boats, 
and to stop the seizure of 
their fishing boats by Japan. 

Workers and officials at 
the ceremony held up a 


framed calligraphy by 
South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam reading 
— ‘Tokdo is the eastern- 
most tip of the land of the 
Republic of Korea,” televi- 
sion reported. 

The islets have long been 
the source of bitter territor- 
ial disputes. 

Though economically 
close, relations remain bit- 
ter between South Korea 
and Japan as many Koreans 
still have vivid memories of 
Japan’s harsh colonial rule 
from 1910-45. 

The islands dispute flared 
anew in February 1996 
when Japan declared a 200 
nautical-mile economic 
zone encompassing Tokdo- 
Takeshima. 

Tokyo, claiming the islets 
as Japanese territory, had 
asked Seoul to delay the 
wharf construction until the 
two sides had finished 
drawing up their respective 
economic zones under the 
U.N. Convention on the 
Law of the Sea. 

The economic zones 
claimed by Japan and South 
Korea overlap and both 
contain the islets. 


Australian anti-child 
abuse campaigner facing 
expulsion from parliament 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Anti- 
child abuse campaigner 
Franca Arena is facing 
explosion from parliament 
here next week after an offi- 
cial report found no evi- 
dence to support her allega- 
tions of a high-level pae- 
dophile cover-up. 

The report by senior coun- 
sel John Nader followed 
two weeks of hearings last 
month in which high-profile 
witnesses, including New 
South Wales Premier Bob 
Carr and opposition leader 
Peter Collins, gave evi- 
dence to reject her claims. 

The Labour premier said 
Friday that he would move 
to expel Ms. Arena, a 
Labour member of the 
upper house, from the New 
South Wales Parliament 
Tuesday. Mr. Collins 
promised opposition sup- 
port for the move. 

Ms. Arena, who said she 
would resign from the party 
immediately, had claimed 
that Mr. Can - and other 
politicians conspired with 
officials conducting a royal 
commission into child 
abuse to hush up the names 


of prominent paedophiles. 

But Mr. Nader's report 
said: “Ms. Arena had no 
evidence, sufficient or oth- 
erwise, to support these 
claims, or any part of them. 

“The evidence strongly 
suggests Ms. Arena knew 
she had 4io -such evidence." 

Reports said she would be 
the first MP to be expelled 
from the state parliament in 
living memory and possibly 
only the second this centu- 
ry- 

Retired Supreme Court 
Judge David Yeldham com- 
mitted suicide after Ms. 
Arena named him in parlia- 
ment last year in relation to 
investigations by the royal 
commission. 

"My expulsion from par- 
liament is the best news 
paedophiles could have," 
she told repeaters Friday. 

Media reports since have 
described Mr. Yeldham as a 
homosexual who sought out 
young men in public toilets, 
but no evidence has been 
produced to suggest he was 
a paedophile. 

Mr. Carr told reporters the 
Nader report had found she 


acted mischievously and 
said he did not want parlia- 
ment to become a forum in 
which politicians could 
make baseless allegations 
aimed at destroying their 
enemies. 

Ms. Arena also appealed 
for public donations to help 
fund a legal bill of more 
than Australian dollars 
200.000 ($140,000) for 

challenging the validity of 
the Nader inquiry, on 
grounds that it infringed her 
parliamentary rights to 
speak freely. 

Among the witnesses to 
Mr. Nader’s inquiry was 
royal commissioner James 
Wood, a Supreme Court 
judge who has been widely 
praised in political circles 
for his report in August 
revealing the extent of child 
sex abuse in New South- 
WaJes. 

Mr. Wood slammed years 
of neglect and under-fund- 
ing of child protection ser- 
vices and made 140 recom- 
mendations for legal and 
procedural changes aimed 
at giving children greater 
protection. 


Chinese child sex scandal 
shocks Beijing experts 


BELTING (R) — The expos- 
ing of an international pae- 
dophile ring trading in Chi- 
nese children was a new twist 
to a problem of gang-con- 
trolled smuggling of people 
out of China, experts in Bei- 
jing said Friday. 

Chinese security officials 
said they had no information 
on reports from Italy that a 
paedophile syndicate selling 
Chinese children into prosti- 
tution in the United States 
had been exposed. 

Western diplomats and aid 
workers expressed some sur- 
prise, saying it was the first 
time they had heard of a flesh 
Hade to the West in Chinese 
children. 

“It is well known that Chi- 
nese gangs smuggle illegal 
immigrants to the U.S., but 
this is the first time that I have 
heard about the smuggling of 
children for sex ” said a Bei- 
jing-based U.S. crime expert. 

“I have not heard of this 
before," said a Western diplo- 
mat. 

An Italian magistrate said 
Thursday the Chinese chil- 
dren were bought by gang- 
sters in China and flown to 
the United States via Euro- 
pean airports. 

The sophistication of such a 
scheme goes beyond the 


well-documented traffic in 
Chinese girls — mostly from 
ethnic minority groups — 
across China's southern bor- 
der into South East Asian 
brothels. 

An official at one 
international aid organisation, 
who declined to be further 
identified, said Thailand and 
Vietnam were destinations 
for smuggled girls “but as far 
as I know, not Western 
Europe or the United States." 

Official Chinese media 
openly report on the problem 
of trafficking of women and 
children within China. 

“On international traffick- 
ing, this is not an issue that 
we have heard of as affecting 
China." said a United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
officer. 

Asked about the Italian 
report, an official at China’s 
ministry of public security 
said: “We have not received 
any information so we can’t 
tell you anything." 

Experts said child prostitu- 
tion was far less common in 
China than in South Eas t 
Asian countries. 

They said China’s relative- 
ly strict laws, small families 
and conservative social atti- 
tude would tend to discour- 
age cross-border trafficking 


in children. 

“People are more vigilant 
against this and the families 
are small," an international 
aid worker said. 

An official at the All-China 
Women's Federation said her 
organisation had not con- 
fronted the problem. “If we 
hear more about it we will 
work on it,” she said 

Terence Hull, a fellow at 
the research school of social 
sciences at the Australian 
National University, noted 
Chinese orphanages were a 
source of mainly girls for 
adoption overseas. 

"There has been a lot of talk 
about these girls being sold to 
foreigners for adoption. 

"Whether that could mean 
trade, I don’t know. But I 
would certainly be suspicious 
of it,” Mr. Hull said. 

The Italian magistrate said 
customs police in the north- 
ern city of Linate discovered 
the trade in April when a 
Japanese man and Chinese 
woman accompanying a 12- 
year old girl were arrested 
after arriving on a flight from 
Bangkok with false pass- 
ports. 

The arrests were not imme- 
diately disclosed to give 
investigators more time to 
make enquiries. 
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Hopes for new House 

THE NEWLY-ELECTED Parliament is expect- 
ed to be an inward looking legislature due to its 
composition. Pro-government independents 
have won a strong grip on the 13th Parliament 
and are projected to channel their energies into 
raising strictly domestic issues. Moderates are 
normally committed to an internally-oriented 
agenda. This does not mean that the faltering 
peace process will not figure high at one stage 
or another in the deliberations of the Lower 
House, however. Jordanian-Israeli relations are 
at their lowest point since the signing of the 
peace treaty in 1994 and as such they are bound 
to give a cause for deep concern to most of the 
deputies notwithstanding the fact that there is 
not really much that Parliament per se can do 
about the deteriorating political situation in the 
region. 

Still, the local agenda facing the new 
Parliament will be replete with priority items. 
Socio-economic issues such as creeping poverty, 
the increasing gap between rich and poor and 
unemployment are likely to be accorded 
focused attention even though few initiatives 
for tackling them can be expected to come from 
the deputies themselves. It is the Executive 
Branch which must assume a leadership role in 
addressing these pressing national issues. 
Parliament is projected to play only a support- 
ive or critical role of the government's econom- 
ic policies. 

On other fronts, the revamping of the 
Elections Law awaits a thorough reconsidera- 
tion. So is the Press and Publications Law. The 
government has hinted on more than one occa- 
sion that existing loopholes and shortcomings in 
the electoral law will be debated by the people's 
representatives soon. 

While we expect the centrists in Parliament 
not to categorically oppose the government's 
line on most national issues, we hope that their 
support be conditioned on real solutions envis- 
aged and provided by the Executive Branch. 
There is always room for honest differences of 
opinions on what is best for the country. This is 
where we hope that the majority of the newly- 
elected parliamentarians will perform their 
duties in the most dynamic and able manner. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra'i’s Tareq Masarweh commented on the 
results of the general elections by expressing hope 
that the newly elected deputies will focus on mean- 
ingful efforts and work to serve the nation and avoid 
the tedious and futile speeches that dominated the 
previous parliaments. We hope that the government 
will work closely with the new Parliament towards 
addressing the numerous domestic issues plaguing 
the country and turn its attention towards securing 
sufficient water and promoting agriculture which is 
the backbone of the economy, said the writer. He said 
the Jordanian people wish that the government and 
Parliament will stop talking a great deal about pri- 
vatisation and globalisation and get down to working 
in fields of real interest to the public. We want a par- 
liament that will stop any government plans to sell 
out the potash, the phosphate, the cement, the Aqaba 
port, and the refinery under the excuse of privatisa- 
tion and turn its attention towards the real issues, 
said the writer. He said the coming Parliament 
should open the way for a free press which can help 
the executive and legislative authorities with their ! 
efforts to serve the nation and which can reflect the 
good image of the country. 

A1 Aswaq’s Munir Hamameh addressed the issue of 
the Doha economic summit scheduled for later this 
month, saying the recent announcements by busi- 
nessmen in the Arab World about their intention to 
boycott the coming meeting is a manifestation of the 
Arab masses rejection of the meeting and its objec- 
tives. It is in a way a show of resistance to the U.S. 
pressure on the Arab governments to attend the meet- 
ing alongside Israel because such a meeting is only 
serving the interests of the U.S. -Israeli alliance and is 
against die will of the Arab masses. The writer said 
the U.S. has exerted tremendous pressure on the 
Arab governments to attend the Doha meeting in 
order to show that its so-called peace process is still 
alive and to prove that Washington’s sponsorship of 
that process is successful. The business communi- 
ties’ rejection of the coming meeting is a clear rejec- 
tion of American policies in the Middle East and dis- 
plays the Arab masses’ awareness of the dangerous 
situation created by Israel and the U.S. in their region 
through the continued Israeli aggression on the Arab 
World. 


What to expect from the new Parliament 


JORDAN HAS turned a landmark in its democratic life 
with the election of a new Parliament. 

This is the first election held since the signing of the 
peace treaty with Israel three years ago, which sheds a 
special light on future indications of Jordan's political 
stands. If we are to compare former parliaments, we see 
that the Parliament of 1984 was tailor-made to serve one 
specific objective, i.e.. to strengthen Jordan’s role in the 
West Bank and to cement the cohesive nature of 
Jordan ian-Palestini an unity. As for the 1989 Parliament, 
it was supposed to contain the popular anger which man- 
ifested itself in the Ma'an riots of that summer, notwith- 
standing outside forces having played their role in the 
Ma'an troubles following the Saddam-Assad secret sum- 
mit in the Jafr desert. 

It has to be admitted that however liberal Jordan hopes 
to become there will always be certain constraints which 
will make a Sweden-like democracy nearly impossible. 
Jordan has a strong tribal background not only in the 
Armed Forces, but it is permeated into all strata of our 
society: it has its economic arm, social arm. as well as a 
political party arm nowadays. So we cannot delude our- 
selves that the elite intelligentsia of Ph.D. holders should 
exclusively be elected to staff our 13th Parliament. 

It is also true that the Parliament has been instrumental 
in serving certain goals and other hidden agendas like 
the peace treaty, the International Monetary Fund 
restructuring programme, the high taxes and the non- 
palatable economic laws. But it has continuously been 
genuinely representative of the demographic contours of 
Jordan’s Palestinians, farmers, bedouins, city dwellers 
and the ordinary man in the street. 

Since politics in Jordan is actually more of a “service 
industry" than a utopian dream that dismisses the facts 
on the ground, we should not be totally sorprised by hav- 
ing such a high percentage of pro-establishment deputies 
who won the confidence and support of their cities and 
constituencies. Nevertheless we do have strong voices of 
opposition. 

Jordan still lacks a strong centrist party to encompass 
all the ranks of independent, centrist Jordanians. The 
National Constitutional Party is relatively new to the 
political arena which explains its failure to win more 
than five seats this time. 

The popular feeling that Jordanians are not benefiting 
economically from the peace process, coupled with soar- 
ing prices, and the high rate of unemployment con- 
tributed to the success of some radical leftists and fun- 
damental rightists. 

One of the sociological facts of life among Jordanians 
is that their support goes first to the next of kin and tribe, 
then it goes to religion, then to city and lastly to general 


ideology. The one-person, one-vote election law capi- 
talised on this fact which led to many traditionalist lead- 
ers. 

Despite all contentions and allegations, all colours of 
our political spectrum are represented although it cannot 
be said that there will be an organised opposition group 
in the legislature. There could have been some short- 
comings in the election process stemming from our rela- 
tive inexperience in conducting polls, but they should 
not be and could not be described as irregularities or 
fraud as some disappointed candidates tend to do. 

What is indeed ironic is that such charges are based on 
a yeanling for a fully “Westernised’' style of elections on 
the pan of the same people who assaif “Western cultural 
invasion of the Arab World.** Well, those should realise 
thai they cannot have it both ways: They simply cannot 
reject the one-person, one-vote formula in the universal- 
ly accepted principle for elections and at the same time 
demand other “Western” trappings for the process. We 
have to come to accept the reality that given the pecu- 
liarities of our society and way of life, there have to be 
some ground rules which suit the conditions in the coun- 
try and bode well for the future as we get further along 
the process. 

One of our regrets, however, is the failure of our 
women candidates to secure a seat in the legislature. 
With the victory of Toujan Feisal in the 1993 elections, 
Jordan was proud to boast of another landmark in its 
political life — the presence of an elected woman candi- 
date in Parliament for the first time in the Arab World. 
That was further augmented by the presence of two other 
women in the appointed Upper House of Parliament. 

But the outcome of last week’s elections set us back on 
the count of women's presence in the Lower House. One 
of the arguments for the failure of all the 17 women can- 
didates to make it to the legislature is that despite all 
contentions and claims to the contrary most of the can- 
didates were betting on their being women and a sense of 
women’s rights and causes to see them through to 
Parliament. But that was a non-starter from the very 
beginning simply because the nature of our society is 
such that the concept of “women for the sake of 
women’s rights” simply does not work. 

Now that the elections are behind us and the legislature 
is about to begin its work, it has also become clear that 
pressing domestic issues would dominate the new 
Parliament’s work and not much time would be wasted 
on rhetoric against the treaty of peace. Jordan's decision 
to sign a peace treaty with its next door neighbour was a 
strategic option based on the realisation that we have had 
enough of wars and conflicts that have been preoccupy- 
ing us throughout and depriving us not only of valuable 


Commentators shift talk 
to post-election stage 


REVIEWED BY 
EUA NASRALLAH 

THE LOCAL dailies gave prominence 
to the parliamentary elections and 
their results, the crisis between the 
U.N. and Iraq, the peace process and 
domestic affairs. 

Now that the parliamentary elections 
are over the present government which 
has accomplished its work is expected 
to resign and open the way for a new 
government to deal with the legislative 
authority in accordance with norms 
prevailing in various democracies, 
said Taber Adwan of A1 Arab AI 
Yawm. The change in the executive 
authority is necessary following the 
series of developments on the internal 
and external fronts and in light of the 
domestic situation, particularly the 
government’s relations with the oppo- 
sition groups, mainly the Muslim 
Brotherhood, said the writer. The gov- 
ernment has to give way to another 
government, more open to and able to 
deal with the professional unions 
which have been staging strikes to 
demand their rights and the opposition 
groups which have openly expressed 
their frustration with the government 
over numerous issues, according to the 
writer, who said a new Parfiament 
should bring with it a new phase, 
requiring a new government and a new 
agenda. 

Mahmoud Rimawi of Al Ra’i 
analysed the results of the general 
elections saying that the new set-up in 
Parliaraent includes a wide range of 
political shades and deputies affiliated 
to leftist and Islamist ideologies alike. 
The results showed that people in the 
major cities including Amman are 
concerned less with politics than with 
economic issues, that the one-person, 
one-vote system has deprived women 
of the right to reach Parliament, some- 
thing which calls for a quick change 
and the introduction of a modern 
Election Law that can cater to the aspi- 
rations of all people, Rimawi said. On 
the whole, he said, there is no doubt 
the coming few months will see the 
deputies trying their best to prove their 
stand and put into practice the ideas 
which they had aired in their election 
campaigns and show the electorate 
that they were trustworthy. 

Khawla Abdul Hadi of Al Dustour 
bemoaned the results of the elections 
saying that they frustrated Jordanian 
women who had worked hard to reach 
Parliament It is premature to guess 
what went wrong and what prevented 
women from clinching a single seat in 
the new Parliament, but it should be 
emphasised that many of the women 
candidates deserve to sit in the Lower 


House in view of high level of educa- 
tion and vast experience in domestic 
affairs, and are in fact considered by a 
major sector of the public to be more 
capable to handle public issues than 
many of those elected, stressed the 
writer. She said in the coming general 
elections women should be given a 
quota in Parliament as the work of 
those highly qualified for the job is 
definitely needed by the public. 

Al Arab AI Yawm’s Saleh Qallab 
claimed that many irregularities 
occurred in the general elections 
which render the results in correct 
The fact that there was a very poor 
turnout of voters in Amman and other 
cities reflects a disgruntled and dissat- 
isfied public with the obsolete elec- 
tions law. he said. The writer said the 
Elections Law has many loopholes 
and opens the way for rigging the 
results and tampering with the distrib- 
ution of voter cards as happened in 
many districts. Claiming that be has 
solid proof of manipulation and the 
confusion surrounding the voter cards 
distribution, die Qallab said this situa- 
tion enabled the representatives of the 
tribes rather than the political groups 
to emerge as winners, something, he 
contended, which dealt a blow to 
Jordan’s democratic experiment. 


Oreib Rimawi of Al Dustour said 
Iraq should find a way to avoid mili- 
tary confrontation with the U.S. which 
seems determined to launch yet anoth- 
er aggression on Iraqi territory. It is 
true that Iraq is fed up with the endless 
work of the international weapons 
inspection teams and the sanctions 
which have been in place for the past 
seven years, but any move to provoke 
the U.N. and the U.S. will not bring an 
end to the present situation, according 
to the writer. Iraq bad counted on 
France, Russia and China to back it at 
the Security Council and to approve of 
Baghdad’s dismissal of the American 
members of the inspection teams, but 
its hopes were frustrated when all the 
council members were aligned behind 
Washington. Rimawi said. If the Iraqis 
remain adamant, they will face further 
sanctions and more sufferings for their 
people, he said. 

Daond Qarneh. a writer at Al Arab 
Al Yawm, said the present crisis is one 
that concerns Iraq and the U.N., but 
not the U.S. which is threatening to 
launch aggression on Baghdad. Yet it 
seems that Baghdad has provoked the 
U.S. by sacking its representatives in 
the weapons inspection teams and thus 
prompting Washington to threaten 
strikes against Baghdad, he said. 
According to Qarneh. the U.S. wants 


to impose its will on Iraq and keep the 
door open for its spies and its military 
experts to move about freely anywhere 
in Iraq in defiance of the Iraqi nation 
and Iraq’s sovereignty. He said the 
U.S. moves are clearly influenced by 
the Zionist lobby in the U.S. which 
wants Washington to subdue the Arabs 
and deprive them of any chance to 
threaten Israel's domination of the 
Arab region. The writer said that even 
if the Americans toppled President 
Saddam Hussein, they can by no 
means subdue the will of the Iraqi 
nation. 

Fahed Fanek of AI Ra’i expressed 
the view that Jordan took an uncalcu- 
lated and rash decision with Israel in 
connection with the Misha'al affair. 
Jordan could have bargained a better 
deal than that which secured the 
release of a paralysed man and a few 
Jordanians who bad committed com- 
mon crimes, he said. Jordan should 
have demanded that the top leaders of 
the Mossad be sacked and the release 
of all Jordanian detainees from Israeli 
jails in exchange for the release of the 
Mossad agents who were caught try- 
ing to assassinate a Jordanian citizen 
on Jordanian territory. Noting that the 
Palestinians succeeded in securing the 
release of 1,100 detainees from Israeli 
jails in 19SS in exchange for the release 
of three Israeli soldiers captured in 
action, the writer said the fact that the 
Mossad echelon remained in office 
after the scandal reflected Netanyahu s 
total disregard of Israel's relations 
with Jordan. 

Fakhri Kawar, a writer for Al Ra’i 
criticised the convening of the IATA 
conference in Amman as an event that 
further drained the finances of Royal 
Jordanian which hosted the meeting. 
Upon organising the meeting, the gov- 
ernment said that lATA’s decision to 
hold the meeting in Amman was in 
recognition of the country’s national 
airlin es prominent role in air transport 
services at the regional and interna- 
tional levels, but in fact there is noth- 
ing in the performance of Royal 
Jordanian, which is indebted by JD700 
million, that entitles it to host the 
meeting, spending JD1 million on the 
event further draining the country’s 
finan cial resources, Kawar said. The 
writer said LATA’s conference is not 
expected to help boost the Kingdom’s 
tourism industry through such meeting 
and the government should have spent 
the money on much more important 
matters like giving the striking doc- 
tors allowances to attain a higher stan- 
dard of living. 


resources but also potential for development that could 
address our problems such as poverty and unernploy- 
ment. The low number of “opposition deputies in the 
new Parliament does not and should not mean that the 
executive authority, regardless of the person who hods 
it. can afford to render a lukew arm pertormancc and get 

awav with it. , . 

The track record of some of tne new/olu parliamentar- 
ians is clear and gives us hope that issues that should be 
openlv debated in a healthy way would indeed be 
brought oui with the importance and focus they deserve. 
And "we also know that our leadership has always wel- 
comed constructive criticism and moved swifdy to 
resolve problems and bottlenecks wherever possible, 
despite the political risks involved. The slow but steady 
campaign .icainst corruption in official circles is one of 
those areas which were highlighted by the opposition in 
outgoing parliaments and picked up and acted upon by 
the government based on the realisation that it is a fes- 
tering sore in our liter. That makes us optimistic that 
prompt and dedicated action w ill be taken by the execu- 
tive authoriis as and when substantiated arguments are 
presented on the Parliament floor based on constructive 
criticism rather than for the sake of raising issues for the 
sake of raising issues to discredit the government. 

The presence of deputies like Abdullah Akaileh. 
Bassam Haddadin. Mohammad Oran. Ahmad Oweidi 
Abbadi. and Mansour Murad tells us that there will be 
opposition in Parliament but disorganised because of the 
differing political ideologies they adhere to. But we have 
to remember that their real strength lies outside 
Parliament, and we can expect to see more demonstra- 
tions and rallies organised by the mainstream Islamist 
movement and other groups, which despite disagree- 
ments with the "independent" deputies, would not only 
bring up burning issues but also rally behind the “oppo- 
sition” whenever the ideas of the various parties 
involved converge. 

As to the Islamist \oice itself in Parliament. let us not 
forget that the new legislature has indeed someone like 
Sheikh Mohammad Raafat from Baqaa — whose stands 
would make some of our former Islamist deputies look 
like moderates. 

There is little ground to argue that the new legislature 
is “domesticated'* as some have tried to portray it based 
on external issues and policies. Jordan's 13th Parliament 
is going to focus on internal issues and problems that 
face Jordanians with a view to resolving them. 

That is the way the people spoke, and they are also 
hopeful that is the way it is going to be for the next four 
years. 


| LETTERS 

Where to point the finger 

To the Editor: 

I STILL can’t get over the high dose of shock I 
received after hearing that not a single woman of 17 
candidates was elected to parliament. I tried to find a 
logical explanation for what happened. 

Whom are we to blame, I asked myself. The young- 
sters who didn’t bother to even think of voting, and 
instead enjoyed a vacation day by travelling to neigh- 
bouring countries? 

Hie women who went along with their husbands’ 
decision and voted for whomever they were told to 
vote for? 

The overprotective families who forbade their 
daughters from going out to vote on a rainy day on the 
pretext of protecting them from any possible danger? 

The careless, hopeless attitude that has been pene- 
trating our society lately? 

Or are we to blame the lack of public awareness on 
the importance of a gender-balanced pariiament- 
I kept asking myself these questions over and over 
again till I finally reached the decision that is we, the 
youngsters, who are the ones to be blamed most for 
our complete indifference concerning political issues. 
We are the new generation with the utmost education, 
and as such we should try to make a difference. We are 
the ones who should encourage this society towards 
the promotion and enforcement of equal rights and 
equal opportunities. 

A quota for women might have been the best solu- 
tion in confronting narrow-minded attitudes. It mig ht 
have been the only solution to stop this mac hism o 
movement from spreading. Or maybe I'm just day- 
dreaming after all. 

Natasha Twal 
Twal @ index, com- jo 


Publicise SPANA 


To the Editor: 

I WOULD like to refer to the letter to the editor 
“SPANA Deserves Praise.” Jordan Times, Oct 8, 
1997, by Ms. Pia Kanaan. 

Before reading this letter. I had no idea that the 
Jordanian Society for the Protection of Animals exist- 
ed in Jordan, and to be frank, I was surprised. 
Surprised, again I want to be open and direct, because 
few people do care about animals, and when they 
express iL they are often laughed at. 1 am talking from 
experience. What I frequently hear is, people, children 
and adults, proudly boasting about hanging cats or set- 
ting fire to their tails, or squeezing the neck of the bird 
out of its body when it is still alive. 

SPANA saves and protects wretched animals from . 
violence and cruelty. I wonder why we don’t read or 
bear much about this association. It should have more r 
publicity on television and daily newspapers, We cfflpJ . 
stantly read and hear about associations that call for ; 
the protection and care of the environment, but never’ 
or rarely hear about one that calls for the protection 
animals. 

We. as a country, have gone so far in so JMSF, 
aspects and ways, that the establishment of suc&afr 
institute fits in a way that completes the circle- “V * 

Rula S. Nafe 

Amins® 
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Features 


New York Hasidim and the Colombian drugs trade 


By Jane Hunter 

[N NEW York City, where an 
arrest involving a million or so 
dollars of narcotics money usual- 
ly passes through the news with 
the briefest of mentions, the 
arrest of four ultra- Orthodox Jews 
last June on charges of laundering 
$750,00 for Colombian drug traf- 
fickers made headlines. But 
strange as the image of other- 
worldly Hasidim floating black- 
robed through the narcotics 
underworld may have seemed, it 
was by no means the first time 
U.S. authorities have charged 
ultra-Orthodox Jews with money 
laundering. 

. . .strange as the 
image of 
other-worldly 
Hasidim floating 
black-robed through 
the narcotics 
underworld may 
have seemed, it was 
by no means the first 
time U.S. authorities 
have charged 
ultra-Orthodox Jews 
with money 
laundering. 


Two of the four arrested are 
members of the Bobover sect, 
which has adherents in both the 
U.S. and Israel. Prosecutors say 
they used the bank accounts of 
Bobover institutions to launder 
the profits of eight co-defendants 
of Latin American origin who 
were involved in the narcotics 
trade. Earlier, similar cases 
involving observant Jews have 
manifested links of one sort or 
another *o Israel-, and the scanty 
facts 1 that have emerged ■ so far 
suggest that the cun-ent case may 


too. 

The federal complaint, which 
contains only sufficient informa- 
tion to convince a judge to sign 
arrest warrants, quotes an excerpt 
of a wire-tapped phone conversa- 
tion in which Jack Pinski, a 
Colombian charged in the case, 
tells an associate that his future 
co-defendant “Reiss” is “pretty 
good... he was doing several pro- 
jects in Israel.” In another inter- 
cepted conversation, Pinski 
leaves a message for Reiss identi- 
fying himself as “Jack from 
Israel.” 

Two Reiss brothers, Mahir, a 
rabbi, and Abraham, a business- 
man. are among those arrested. 
During the arraignment in the 
U.S. District Court in the New 
York borough of Brooklyn, a 
prosecutor described Rabbi Reiss 
as “the most senior player in the 
case.” Asked whether any of the 
allegedly laundered money was 
put through banks in Israel, Assis- 
tant U.S, Attorney Lee G. Dunst, 
a prosecutor assigned to the case, 
said that government policy pre- 
cluded him from commenting on 
matters not on the public record; 
then he added that a grand jury 
investigation was still under way. 
Dunst declined to say whether 
that probe would result in addi- 
tional arrests or charges. 

Money laundering 

The complaint alleges that the 
Reiss brothers and Bobover Rabbi 
Bernard Grunfeld, 64, charged 
commissions of up to 15 per cent 
for depositing cash in Bobover 
synagogue and yeshiva accounts 
and then issuing cheques from 
those accounts payable to ficti- 
tious businesses controlled by 
their co-conspirators. Grunfeld 
and a Bobover associate, Israel 
Knobloch, are accused of struc- 
turing transactions to be just 
under $10,000; federal laws 
intended to prevent money laun- 
dering require reports on cash 
transactions above that amount. 

The complaint also charges that 
the Reiss brothers, both in their 
40s, and Grunfeld moved another 
$lm in narcotics profits through 
Bobover institutional accounts 
and a Swiss bank to finance a 
light aircraft for Colombian drug 


traffickers. The complaint terms 
the aircraft a type “frequently 
used by drug traffickers to smug- 
gle narcotics from Colombia to 
the United States.” 

Grunfeld was an officer of two 
of the three Bobover institutions 
— all reportedly sharing the same 
address with the sect's headquar- 
ters — implicated in the com- 
plaint. Allegedly, he used their 
multiple bank accounts for laun- 
dering drug money. Ail the 
cheques seized in the investiga- 
tion bear his signature, according 
to the complaint. One of the 
Bobover institutions, Chaim Shel 
Shulem, was not familiar to peo- 
ple in the headquarters questioned 
by reporters, suggesting it might 
be a shell company. The com- 
plaint alleges that over $19m 
passed through Chaim Shel 
Shulem’s bank accounts, con- 
trolled by Grunfeld, between 
August 1995 and May 1996. 

The Reiss brothers, Grunfeld 
and Knobloch, have all pleaded 
not guilty and are free on bail, 
awaiting a mass trial with seven 
of the men of Latin American ori- 
gin charged in the case. That trial, 
according to Dunst, will begin 
next year; the date is to be set 
during the group's next court 
appearance, scheduled for Nov. 
3. 

One of the seven Latin Ameri- 
cans has pleaded guilty, Dunst 
said; he would not reveal whether 
this defendant will testify against 
the others. The federal charges of 
conspiracy to launder funds and 
structure illegal transactions 
against the defendants could 
result in many years in prison and 
fines of up to $lm. 

Still on the run is Jack Pinski, 
35, who emerges clearly from the 
wire-tape transcripts in the com- 
plaint as the leading figure on the 
Latin American side of the 
alleged operation. He anives 
from Colombia, phones Mahir 
Reiss and organises a round of 
cash pick-ups. all the while stay- 
ing in frequent phone contact 
with his associates in Colombia. 
Later he faxes instructions for 
delivery of the cheques. 

Pinski also gives a sales pitch to 
a potential customer, who turns 
out ttrbe an undercover federal 
officer: “I already did this. I have 


six years of experience.” He told 
the officer that his confederates 
“will take care that the money 
gets to an account at once.” On 
another occasion Pinski tells the 
officer that it takes two weeks to 
produce a laundered cheque 
because his group's system was 
“secure” and the money needed to 


“take a trip around the world.” 
Asked if he believed the Ortho- 
dox defendants were acting for 
their own enrichment or the bene- 
fit of the sect, Dunst said the 
grand jury was investigating that 

? uestion. Grunfeld was dismissed 
rom his administrative post at a 
Bobover yeshiva for adult men 
when it became apparent he was 
under federal investigation. The 
New York Times reported. But the 
paper also quoted an unnamed 
Bobover leader speaking of a 
connection between Grand Rabbi 
Solomon Halberstam and Grun- 
feld, whom Halberstam brought 
to the U.S. from Europe along 
with other children made orphans 
by the Nazis. The Bobover leader 
said the community was shocked 
by the arrests and afraid to tell the 
89-year-old Halberstam about it. 

News reports have detailed how, 
after the war, Halberstam rebuilt 
the once thriving Polish sect his 
father had headed. From its new 
base in the U.S., the sect estab- 
lished footholds in Israel and sev- 
eral other countries. Today the 
Bobover sect claims 20,000 of 
Brooklyn's 100,000 Hasidic Jews 
as members — and enjoys the 
attention which politicians accord 
such a large constituency. 

Israel and the 
cocaine cartels 

The building shared by the 
Bobover institutions whose bank 
accounts were allegedly used for 
the money laundering scheme 


bears the name “The Katz Family 
of Mexico Building.” That is 
almost certainly the family of 
Israeli arms merchant David Mar- 
cos Katz, based in Mexico city, 
whose largesse to Orthodox Jew- 
ish institutions is almost as well 
known as his involvement in 
some of Israel's most infamous 


Latin American arms deals of the 
1970s and '80s, among them Ariel 
Sharon’s 1982 bid to take over 
sponsorship of the anti- 
Nicaraguao contras from the CIA. 

While there is no indication that 
the Bobover defendants are linked 
to Katz’s arms deals, narcotics 
and money laundering cases 
involving Israelis and Hasidic 
Jews began surfacing out of the 
coven Latin American wars in 
which Katz did so much to make 
Israel a major player. Testifying 
to the U.S. Congress in 1988, a 
former Panamanian official said a 
major Israeli government arras 
dealer in Panama was organising 
aid to the contras in pan by 
assisting with cocaine shipments 
to the U.S. by the Medellin 
cocaine canel. 

A 1990 Commonwealth Com- 
mission of Inquiry linked the 
Israeli government to an arms 
shipment via Antigua and Barbu- 
da to the Medellin canel. A subse- 
quent U.S. Senate committee 
investigation cast light on the 
Israeli trainers and arms dealers 
involved in that operation. Those 
trainers, according to an Israeli 
news report, used U.S.-based 
ultra-Orthodox Jews to launder 
and deliver to Israel the fees paid 
them by the cartel. 

A history of involvement 

In 1988 authorities in several 
U.S. cities arrested several ultra- 
Orthodox Jews for laundering 
drug money under the direction of 


a former employee of the Israeli 
airline. El Al, one Adi Tal. Indict- 
ed in absentia were several 
Colombians, one of whose names 
surfaced in a subsequent narcotics 
prosecution of an Israeli in New 
York. The Jews were convicted. 
Tal served a short prison sentence 
and then, in 1993, was charged 
with leading another network of 
iaunderers — this time from the 
safety of Israel, according to 
court documents. This operation, 
which also involved a Colombian 
currency dealer, Szion Jacob 
Abenhaim, was caught by an FBI 
sting. 

In a 1992 report based in part on 
an FBI document related to the 
Connecticut case, the Israeli daily 
Yediot Aharonot said that Israeli 
intelligence organisations were 
directing a U.S.-based money 
laundering network and using 
some of its profits to finance their 
operations. Although ultra-Ortho- 
dox Jews were not among those 
arrested in the Connecticut case, 
Yediot’s report said U.S. authori- 
ties were investigating Israel- 
linked money laundering net- 
works of ultra-Orthodox Jews. 
The paper quoted knowledgeable 
ultra-Orthodox sources as saying 
these networks were laundering 
over $200ra a year, sending the 
proceeds on to drug traffickers’ 
bank accounts in Israel, Panama 
and Switzerland. A rabbi linked to 
the Lubavitcher movement was 
convicted of money laundering in 
Los Angeles in 1994. The next 
such case is the one involving 
Grunfeld and the Reiss brothers. 

A 1989 report in the Israeli 
paper Kol Ha'ir said that U.S.- 
based ultra-Orthodox yeshivas 
were laundering drug money, 
depositing it in their accounts as 
“donations.” then sending it out 
of the country — less a 9.5 per 
cent commission for the launderer 
and a half per cent commission 
for the yeshiva. The same report 
related that a religious court had 
issued an injunction forbidding 
one target of a 1987 U.S. launder- 
ing probe from speaking publicly 
about the activities of a fellow 
target. 


Middle East International 


Asked if he believed the Orthodox 
defendants were acting for their own 
enrichment or the benefit of the sect, Dunst 
said the grand jury was investigating that 

question. 
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A DIVA'S TALE 
By Frederick T. Buhler 


ACROSS 


1 Romaifcabto 

39 Cenamparerts 

0 Ladfog onof^y 

40 PrortOadwl 

IS Enc0tti 

41 Faaingaof 


txxocfcm 

20 TmWflo Idd 

A3 Ualuttby««Wno 

21 CtwwydnOf 

45 WftU nor preofcm 

22 Pw-afcn 

mason 8>o read 

dsnefs 

AO FlrataMx. 

23*»«COUA(» 

50 Tima 

Midofhwasa 

letter* 

0*1 

51 TtuungleOars 

SBZixfcotf™, 

62 Eadiflol has 

27 Type <4 BOi- 

•M* 


53 Ldte fcod Jett 


56 BamUderad 

»Spod 

58 Mama — 

31 MMianait 

60 Herns lor a Hid 

S3 Benwlnma 

flame? 

■ofibc 

64 Foicre closely 

36 QiA efforts 

60 BSoort pro? 

38 Umax 28 

07 Appropriately 

Ado«m 

SOSmuboma 

DOWN 

1 Twrirg 

2fi Rata o 1 speed; 

2 Rsoogntdna ifvl 

ftWx. 

3 Loosl <£ftcu& 

31 Amy «j_ 




BPOt. 

sea* 

34 Drive oozy 


35 American 

7 &a™wre 


a Cmm 

37 Departed 


40 OthJn*v«y 

10 Gmsn ready 

Insincere 

11 Eioipe 

41 Plaea me pyrandd 


42 SPut c* a 

13DBdcated 

compArtcn 

14 Tmtagua 

44 modaoon 

uwCapaca 

46 C*y «i Sp**i 

15 An and? 

47 LOdJare 

18 Aaor&onyn 

48 RidtDn 


S3 ReUdue 

18 DognetaOon 

54 CMsaroom 
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24 Sneng Ham 
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Diagramlesn 17 x 17 
By Don Johnson 

ACROSS 


1 Knock 

17 "Qamal CKy* 

4 Bunyent mmse 

ig Joker pop atari 

7 Khoolbmor 

20 ttirttotor 


21 SpaocMy 

6 Sun* bad 

23 Severe 

10 Vtaa 

25 Hitt stale 

12 nuaamla 

28 Soatna 

TSQmrtitaar 

29 BKcaJdiy 

MUfaryobdM 

30 Afcfafaeliui 

16 Hazard 

31 Naruarae 

DOWN 


i Cnkrboaa 

11 CgnvMMaeadi 

aAowQumu 

12 OUomoa 


13 Job 

4StagafL«v 

is Sudan 

5 —Ola Red 

16 Figutofihe 

e Bar* Ol me neck 

muon 

3 P 1 faHnipgunca 

16 Greek MW 

SUakenW 

20 CUeftorol 

BWwdfoT) 

cnoMoa 

io Rnatuusk 

22 Spouted ptahu 



70 Ha,Midw«fc 

imoii sn«— 

74 Actor Walacfc 
7SDiad)diNiN 

76 Ct'otae wortt 

77 Symbol 
76 CM 

60 GmKkM 
II DiMmnMoMy? 
82 D o el mw Hl prat 
63 Fatly SMB 
85 Tfceun <pae*e 
67 Cfoacouam 
BO Legal m«Mf 

80 Then, rfw «*nl 
ae»ig and — 

07 GoasbafMc 
98 SpicadBm 
06 LagnMIvB body 
10O Fncthai rnducar 
aobr. 

102 FOnnicBiydantaati 

57 Fianch 
pfiaoMhar 
50 Taotouap 

81 Qrownjp 

82 Manage raeawad 
63 Nun 

65 Walk dimly 

66 PNd MN08BI 
87 MddaEaateay 


68 Chair part 

71 PMolayr. 

72 Fag pud 

73 Bawl 
n IM 

81 Makdoua 
64— 

86 Kona god 
StMwwpawa 
60 Perlman el TV 
SO EMrtfadaa mat 

01 Advocating paaca 


103 Nuclear advecry 

106 Sdtiam laden 

106'— foaygoGdL.* 

107 Reach araoaonaly 

108 BichAt 

110 Gmnland 

112 Pmdasxy 
paimte 

114 Taka can cl 

115 She caMxmed 
Mrauccaaaby 
OrinMng her 
dtampagna 
odder, dnee — 

121 BdwaudiorUee 

122 ModcMng 

123 People Oe yw 

124 Material 

125 — reason (bo 
logical) 

120 Spi 


02 Fades 
93 Badgered 
64 Sohkera 
g» FMcr d ieady- 
maOe drifting 
96 Wocan 
67 

101 Read 

104 wing 

108 Taka off onaV 
(promt 

107 Coned 
madi a a w n 

108 Yearn 

111 Beoroaga 

113 Odant 

114 Aicftcn ucrd 

110 Pivpoee 

117 NaMrianna 

118 FWileaftaw 

110 SmaalauMk 

120 Sun Idomer 
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32 wager 
34 Ariaa 

36 Nevada cay 

37 Sm you war 

38 Kami 

43 Certain waaka 

45 IMamrad 

46 Magara — 

47 Food M) 

SO FMdicd 


24 Aftamecn kmdion 
20 CMnrnng 
27 Sgm 

33 Labor drenuouBiy 
35 Spring north 
as step of bacon 
37 Laana 
30 Csea — , Masa. 
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41 Stem* of dd 


51 Eri 
S3 Ciri 

55 Canaan or 

Kennedy 

56 Loose cnenge 
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G0 Panaapon 

80 COMboy.ammae 

61 —Am 

62 God gadget 


42 Bepnrdng 

43 Pknfcnd 

44 Cubry Idler 
48 Lace omening 

48 Sweferitfy 

49 Shoot 

51 ngtriarder 

52 Ponder Hardy 

54 Ready lor pfcriSdng 
58 OncecaMd 
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Last Week’s Cryytopamj 

1. Forlorn Internet salesmen mnkrn hla first tale to little kid 
who own a lemonade etand. 

3. Folly adhering to you- rery rigid diet it driving in the tut 
lane. 

3. Worried thoroughbred breeder thought that the drought 
would torn hla blue grace brown. 

4. U aging rock «tar, fading fait and unable to book future 
concert*, an idle ido!7 
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Britain: Some numbers of interest 


By G Wynne Dyer 

ONE PER cent of British men wear the same underpants 
all week. Three per cent of British wives love somebody 
other than their husbands. Five per cent of British house- 
holds have more than three children. Seven per cent of 
British women say their husbands have been unfaithful. 
And nine per cent of British residents under 16 years old 
are non-white. 

I make it a strict rule to rip off no more than one article 
written by somebody else per year. But I had to save the 
world again this week, and my cape was at the cleaner’s 
until Wednesday, so this is the one. And it was a wonder- 
ful piece: an article called ‘Family Values,’ written by 
William Hartsron for ‘The Independent Magazine’ last 
spring, that mined the opinion polls to provide a unique 
portrait of human behaviour in post-modern Britain. 

Ten per cent of British adults are members of an envi- 
ronmental group. Eleven per cent of respondents do not 
believe in God. Twelve per cent of males are veiy wor- 
ried about mugging. Thirteen per cent of the British are 
on a diet. And fourteen per cent of fatal accidents in 
Britain involve drunk drivers. 

There was vastly more data in Hartston's article than I 
can reproduce here, but even a sampling gives a startling 
picture of what people's lives, habits and beliefs are like 
in a truly post- industrial society. A picture that is rele- 
vant everywhere, because where Britain has gone, we are 
probably all going. 

A century ago, London was the first city in human his- 
tory to top two million. Britain was the first country in 
the world where over half the population lived in cities. 
The United States is the biggest industrialised country, 
but Britain was first into the industrial revolution, and 
first out the other side. The time-depth of the British 
exposure to industrial work patterns, urbanisation, mass 
education, and mass media is unparallelled, and it has 
made them very different from their ancestors of 200 
years ago. 

Fifteen per cent of British women would consider hav- 
ing sex after a first date. Only sixteen per cent of British 
between the ages of 16 and 24 are virgins. Seventeen per 
cent of British men regard Mother’s Day as “commer- 
cialised rubbish.” And eighteen per cent of 16 to 24- 
year-olds would commit murder if they could get away 
with it. 

Wait a minute. One in six young British men and 
women would kill somebody if they knew they wouldn't 
get caught? Of course not That’s just bravado and the 
usual youthful urge to shock their elders; Britain actual- 
ly has one of the lowest murder rates in the world. 
Besides, lying to opinion pollsters is not only a laudable 
habit; it's almost a civic duty. But a lot of the other num- 
bers do ring true (especially the one about underpants). 

Twenty per cent of the British population has smoked 
marijuana (cannabis). Twenty-one per cent believe in 
God with no doubt, and twenty-three per cent believe 
“with some doubts.” Twenty-six per cent of couples 
have no children, twenty-nine per cent of homes are one- 
person, and thirty-three per cent of managers are female. 

Since you asked, thirty-four per cent of British adults 
have made love on a beach, forty-one per cent in the 
kitchen, fifty-two per cent in a car, and sixty per cent in 


the bathroom. However, fifty per cent of women 
describe the experience of losing their virginity as “dis- 
appointing” or “awful.” Oh, and forty-seven per cent of 
British cats are overweight. 

‘What is this all about?' I hear you cry. Well, nothing, 
really, except that we don’t often write about this sort of 
thing in newspapers. All the people in the world, apart 
from a small upper class, were peasants immersed in 'tra- 
ditional' values' 200 years ago. Fifty years from now. the 
vast majority of the human race will be urban people with 
‘modem’ values and habits. 

The exceptionalists — Christian, Muslim, Jewish and 
Hindu fundamentalists, defenders of ‘Asian values,' and 
sundry others — deplore this, and even deny that it will 
happen. Maybe the decadent British/Americans/Japanese 
are like that, but it will never happen to us. We're special. 

Maybe, but British morality and behaviour two cen- 
turies ago, or even one, still conformed to the model that 
Singaporean elder statesman Lee Kwan Yew and 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammed, the two 
foremost defenders of ‘Asian values,' claim to cherish. 
Now the British are different — but they have not 
become monsters. In fact, they are quite sentimental, and 
quite kind to one another. 

Sixty-four per cent of women buy their mothers some- 
thing on Mother's Day. and forty-three per cent of 
women reread their Mother’s Day cards. Ninety-five per 
cent of men, and ninety-six per cent of women, have 
visited or entertained friends or relations in the past four 
weeks. Seventy per cent of 1 i to 24-year-olds think that 
people with mental illness are not a burden on society. 
Fully seventy-three per cent of dog-owners say they 
have taken time off work because their dog is ill. 

The British are, in fact, remarkably serious and respon- 
sible. Fifty-nine per cent of men, and seventy-one per 
cent of women, have read a book in the past month. Sev- 
enty-seven per cent think that chicken curry is healthier 
than fish and chips. And eighty-nine per cent of both 
sexes say they would always use a condom with a new 
partner met at a party. 

Is it all roses in the post-industrial garden, then? Of 
course not. Fifty-seven per cent of women say that they 
are disgusted by men with body hair (though twenty-two 
per cent prefer it). Seventy- two per cent of male 
teenagers tidy their rooms once a month or less. An 
appalling eighty-four per cent of the British population 
believes that the royal family secretly dunk their biscuits 
in their tea. And ninety per cent of married men never do 
the ironing. 

On the whole, however, these are the sort of people you 
could tolerate as neighbours. Eighty-one per cent of 
British women would never consider cosmetic breast 
surgery, and ninety-four per cent of males over 16 have 
not done any yoga in the past four weeks. It is true that 
seventy-eight per cent of the British make love in front 
of the TV occasionally, but what you do in the privacy of 
your own home (in a post-modem society) is your own 
business. 

Besides (as Haitston concluded), one-hundred per cent 
of popular periodicals sometimes include opinion sur- 
veys of dubious validity. 
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Government seeks highly qualified 
strategic partner to buy 40% of JTC 


By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
government is seeking an 
international strategic part- 
ner with experience in the 
area of telecommunication 
technology to buy 40 per 
cent of the state equity in 
the Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (JTC). 

According to Transport 
and Telecommunications 
Minister Bassam A1 Saket, 
the government has decided 
to increase the strategic 
partner's investment share 
from 26 per cent to 40 per 


cent and is willing to sell 
this portion of its equity to 
any international strategic 
partner having had rev- 
enues equivalent to S3.5 
billion in 1996 and a mini- 
mum of 3.5 million access 
lines in service at Decem- 
ber 1996. 

Dr. Saket expected Amer- 
ican. European and Japan- 
ese investors to send offere 
for investment in JTC, not- 
ing that the government- 
appointed financial advisor 
has officially put up the 
government’s shares for 
sale. 

Dr. Saket said the gov- 


ernment reserves the right 
to retain a special evalua- 
tion of the JTC assets in 
accordance with the latest 
reevaluation made by the 
financial advisor. 

JTC is the operator of Jor- 
dan’s public telecommuni- 
cations network and will 
have exclusive authorisa- 
tion until Dec. 31, 2002 to 
operate international, 
domestic, long distance 
and local basic telephone 
services in Jordan. 

The government has 
authorised the JTC to oper- 
ate the mobile telephone 
network in Jordan from 
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Ambassador Egan shakes hands with Minister Haddadin Thursday after delivering 
the laboratory (Petra photo) 

U.S. presents a mobile water 
quality laboratory to Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Water 
and Irrigation Minister 
Munther Haddadin repre- 
sented Jordan at a ceremo- 
ny held Thursday at the 
ministry premises where 
U.S. ambassador to Jordan, 
Wesley Egan, presented a 
mobile water quality labo- 
ratory to the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation. 

The laboratory, which 
was provided by the Unit- 
ed States Department of 
State within the framework 
of the regional water data 
banks project, will facili- 
tate the collection and 
preservation of water sam- 
ples from throughout the 
Kingdom, providing data 
necessary for Jordan's 
water managers to make 
informed decisions about 
the use. distribution, con- 


servation and protection of 
Jordan's vital water 
resources. 

Because water quality 
analyses must meet strin- 
gent requirements that are 
difficult to attain on-site, 
the mobile laboratory 
meets the critical necessity 
of having a controlled 
environment in which to 
conduct water analysis at 
field locations. 

The laboratory' consists 
of an air conditioned work- 
space mounted on a four- 
wheel drive diesel truck. 
The laboratory's clean 
water system, independent 
electrical supply and 
sophisticated instrumenta- 
tion will support the min- 
istry’s need to carry out 
water quality sampling and 
analysis at field locations. 


It will complement the 
capabilities of the min- 
istry’s central water quality 
laboratories. 

United States experts 
will train Jordanian's in the 
operation of the laboratory. 

The regional water data 
banks project is supported 
by the United States, the 
European Union. France, 
Canada, Norway and Aus- 
tralia. It has contributed a 
broad spectrum of 
resources to water agen- 
cies in Jordan. Israel, the 
West Bank and Gaza, 
including training, equip- 
ment. and technical exper- 
tise in water data collec- 
tion and analysis methods. 


November 1998 following 
the expiry of the contract 
with Fast Link, the present 
operator of the cellular net- 
work. 

Dr. Saket said the JTC’s 
revenues in 1996 totalled 
JD160 million amidst 
expectations that such rev- 
enues will increase to 
approximately JD200 mil- 
lion in 1997. 

Dr. Saket said the strate- 
gic partner buying the gov- 
ernment shares shall be rep- 
resented on the company's 
management and its board 
of directors. 

Jobless 
rate 
plunges 
to 24-year 
low in U.S. 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. jobless rate plunged 
to its lowest level since 1973 
last month but analysts say 
Asia's wobbly financial mar- 
kets should induce the Feder- 
al Reserve to leave monetary 
policy alone. 

The Labour Department 
reported Friday that a surging 
U.S. economy pushed the 
jobless rare down to 4.7 per 
cent, from 4.9 per cent in 
September, by creating 
284,000 jobs. 

The October figure was far 
stronger than bad been 
expected on Wall Street, 
where analysts were predict- 
ing job growth of 215.000 
and an unemployment rate of 
4.8 per cenL 

President Bill Clinton 
called a press conference to 
celebrate the October job 
growth and to issue one last 
appeal to Congress to back 
legislation giving him “fast- 
track” authority to negotiate 
new trade deals. 

The administration is fight- 
ing an uphill battle for fast- 
track in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, where a vote 
planned for Friday was put 
off until the weekend. 

“I think it’s important that 
we understand that a key rea- 
son that more people are 
working and that wages are 
rising and that unemploy- 
ment is down to its lowest 
level in more than two 
decades is that we have 
opened new markets and 
won new customers for 
American goods and ser- 
vices,” the president argued. 


Growing gloom seen [f^HOROSCOPE 

in TananPQP pprmnmv forecast for saturdX^nwember 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
trade minister said Friday 
the world’s second-biggest 
economy was becoming 
“extremely unstable" as 
analysts warned uncertainty 
over its future was growing. 

“The situation is becom- 
ing extremely unstable.” 
International Trade and 
Industry Minister Mitsuo 
Horiuchi said, pointing to 
volatile Japanese stock 
prices which had been 
“engulfed by overseas mar- 
kets." 

“The government needs to 
draw up deregulation mea- 
sures that surpass market 
expectations in order to 
erase uncertainty over the 
economy” a trade ministry 
spokesman quoted Mr. 
Horiuchi as telling cabinet 
ministers. 

The government is to 
unveil a package of deregu- 
lation proposals and mea- 
sures to tuost liquidity of 
the property market this 
month to stimulate the 
economy. 

Analysts warned that the 
government-termed “eco- 
nomic recover}'” was slow- 
ing. 

“A risk of recession is 
growing” said Yasutoshi 
Nagai, economist at 
Yamaichi Research Insti- 
tute, adding that such a sce- 
nario was not yet certain 
since some recovery was 
expected in personal con- 
sumption early next year. 

He supported the govern- 
ment’s plan not to use pub- 
lic money in an economic 
stimulus package. 

“Economic rescue pack- 
ages with huge public 
works spending has not 
worked well in the past," he 
said. 

“They can even cause 
negative side effects — the 
use of public money would 
further strain government 
finances, making people 
worry about pension and 
other public welfare 
schemes and increase sav- 
ings at the expense of 
spending," he said. 

The analyst said govern- 
ment deregulation plans to 
restructure the economy 
would help in the future. 

Toshio Sumitani. econo- 
mist ai Tokyo Research 
Institute, said uncertainty 
had been increasing, noting 
weakness in personal con- 
sumption, which accounts 
for 60 per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

“I would say the economy 
is in a ‘sentimental depres- 
sion.’” he said. 

“Both consumers and 
companies are feeling inse- 
cure ahead of the Tokyo 
Big Bang’ (deregulation 
measures to be completed 


by 2001) and cuts in public 
works spending under an 
austere budget, 

“They cannot plan for the 
future,” he said. 

Economic Planning 
Agency director-general 
Koji Omi said Friday he 
planned to finalise the gov- 
ernment’s economic stimu- 
lus package before Nov. 20. 

“I asked ministers after 
this morning’s cabinet 
meeting to cooperate in 
compilation of the package 
on the premise that the gov- 
ernment would not offer 
extra spending,” Mr. Omi 
told a news conference. 

Finance Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka also reiterated 
the government would not 
resort to fiscal measures. 

The government’s man- 
agement and coordination 
agency said Japan's season- 
ally adjusted unemploy- 
ment rate in September 
stood at 3.4 per cent, 
unchanged for the third 
consecutive month, with the 
recovery tempo slowing. 

The labour ministry said 
that the ratio of job open- 
ings to job seekers stood at 
0.71 in September, down 
0.01 points from August, 
m eanin g there were 71 job 
offers for every 100 job 
seekers. 

Schroders Japan Ltd. said 
in a report that the number 
of manufacturing jobs had 
dropped 2.5 per cent year- 
on-year. “The fourth con- 
secutive monthly drop in 
manufacturing jobs is dis- 
turbing.” it said. 

“The worsening effective 
job offer-to-applicant ratio 
suggests consumer senti- 
ment will worsen and 
propensity to spend will 
fall,” the Schroders report 
added. 

The management and 
coordination agency said in 
a separate report that con- 
sumer prices in September 
rose 0.7 per cent from the 
previous month after rising 

0.1 per cent in August 

The nation's consumer 
prices in the month were up 
2.4 per cent from a year ear- 
lier. the largest gain since 
April 1992, when consumer 
prices rose by the same 
margin. 

Agency officials said the 
largest increase was in med- 
ical service costs, which 
rose 1 1 .4 per cent following 
a change in the nation’s 
health insurance scheme. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasuo Matsushita said the 
Japanese economy was in a 
“phase of slowdown” due to 
the prolonged impact of the 
consumption tax increase in 
April. 


FORECAST FOR sautrd^nove^erJ^ 
j By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Serv ices, Inc, r ; 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) People who can ^0$* 
what's going on without asking have the advantage ^day - 
That’s usually not your strong point, ^on can tfevetop dmuiv. 
talons, however: It just takes practise. You re eager to saws ^ 
ahead in vour career. This is a way to do that. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're usually most 
fortable at home. This weekend, however, is perfect fcr^ 
travel. Make arrangements first thing this ramn ing. T fat ritifr -.g 
row should be marvellous for parties, visiting friends and ■ 
maybe even a family reunion. Better get on the phone rigji^ 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 J You like people to come 
right out and say what they want. But that won t be th e caste . 
today, so you might as well relax and enjoy it. Think about 
other people's feelings. Watch how the}' act instead of what • 
they say and you'll do fine. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You’!! be feel- 
ing impetuous, outspoken and assertive. You might find 
yourself telling your partner exactly w hat’s on your mind 
Sometimes you think that’s impolite. Today it could just- 
come out. That's OK. Go ahead and let it happen. It’ll be 
good for both of you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) There's work to be done, and 
you're in the mood. Instead of just housework, take an ajob . 
that pays money. You’re coining up with all kinds of things 
you’d Dkg to boy. Why should you scrimp and save? Just 
increase your income and you can do whoever you want, 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Be especially aoeq- : 
tive to a quiet person’s feelings. Don’t be critical, even in 
jest He or she will be more vulnerable than usual, so it’U . 
be easier to cause hurt. Just be tuned in and you’ll both have 
a positive experience. 

LIBRA: i September 23 to October 22) You're very busy, 
and there’s a lot to be done. Unfortunately, you might also 
be feeling scattered Fust, get organised Otherwise, you 
could waste this entire day and not accomplish a thing. 
Make setting priorities your first priority'. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 j This weekend 
should be lots of fun. You hereby have permission to act 
like a kid again. Gather np a batch of friends and loved 
cares, just for the fun of it Have everybody bring their 
favourite games. There’s no better way to team than by 
playing together. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Remember those folks you promised to invhe for dinner 
someday? Wed here’s your chance. Take a guest to lunch. 
Have somebody else over for dinner. You might even go out 
for a late date after that if you’re up for it Be careful about 
spending too much money, though. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
mare enthusiasm and energy that usual. You’re interested 
in l e arning , and yog h ave some good people around -re — 
teach you. Ask them to do that You’ll find them enthusias- 
tic and flattered by the attention you’re giving. This is defi- 
nitely a win- win situation. 

AQUARIUS: (Jannay 21 to February 19 j You find h diffi- 
cult to deal with people who are not reasonable or rational. 
Today, you're going to be surrounded by them. No need to 
panic. Just keep your wits about you and pay attention to 
innuendoes. That’s the way these people communicaie. 

PISCES: (Februaiy 20 to March 20) You and your friends 
finally have the energy and enthusiasm to do something 
you've been talking about For example, instead of sitting 
around drinking beer, build a house with Habitat for 
Hu m anity. There are plenty of opportunities out there. 
Make a few calls this morning. 

Birthstone of November: Topaz — Tiger's Eye 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Took advantage 
of 

5 Take a breather 
10 Meat cut 

14 Offended 

15 Steel or brass 

16 Where the heart 
is? 

17 Drinking aps 

18 Old hat 

19 Uncap 

20 Kinds of 
containers 

23 Vase-shaped 
jug 

24 Stout 

25 Certain hair 
dyes 

28 Scales 

33 Noted violin 

maker 

34 Soup holders 

35 Court concern 

36 Youngsters 

37 Bitter drug 

38 Current fashion 

39 Greek vowel 

40 African antelope 

41 Took on 

42 Convention 
participant 

44 Harsh 

45 — sister 

46 Farmland piece 

47 Kinds of 
containers 

55 Con 

56 Fable lesson 

57 Soft cheese 

58 List part 

59 Stand 

60 Emerald Isle 

61 Verne captain 

62 Neck features 

63 Sweetie 

DOWN 

I'Gomer Pyle's 
org. 

2 Crabby 

3 Hence 

4 Mountaineering 
finales 

5 Football plays 

6 Vow-taking site 

7 — Bator 

8 Auctioneer’s cry 


1 12 ]3 14 K [6 (7 IB |9 IrHlO 111 112 113 


|42 I |43 


[47 148 (49 


152 153 154 


by Diane C. Baldwin 


Puzzle solved: 


9 Scrutinizes 

10 Selected 

11 Navajo neighbor 

12 Sign 

13 Writes down 

21 Movie bridge 
river 

22 Word of 
resignation 

25 Loathed 

26 Ham it up 

27 Of birth 

28 Famous 
frontiersman 

29 FiBed with 
wonder 

30 — Boothe Luce 

31 Enthusiastic 

32 Nobel, for one 
34 Utter without 

thinking 

37 Man from 
Montgomery 

38 Wad 

40 Selves 

41 Munich mister 
43 Nome native 
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□□□□ □□□□ oanam 
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44 Piano exercise . 50 Ms. Ephron 
46 Degrade 51 Sign of a leak 


47 Adams’ son 

48 Feed the kitty 

49 Rose support 


52 Buffalo's lake 

53 Modena money 

54 VatiCBiator 



EA^Y TO FEEL 
LIKE TH» 
WORKING IN THE 
EVEEGLAPE5. 


Now arrange the cirded 
form the surprise answer, as W9~ 
gesied by the above cariooo. ■ 


Print answer here : 

(Answer* iqnkwcw^ 

Saturday's Jumbles: FACET CASTE PREACH SOCIAL 
I Answer This will make a lawyer successful - 
LOTS OF -PRACTICF* 
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Trading volume rises, prices drop as AFM 
comes under the influence of foreign investors 


Government participation, investments 
seen strong incentive to private sector 


** THE REASON that was behind the 
participation of the government in pro- 
ductive investment with the private sector 
during the 60s, 70s and 80s still exists, 
economic analyst and banker Wasef Azar 
said in a recent lecture. “If the private 
sector is in a much stronger position than 
during the 60s and the 70s. the produc- 
tive investment is still low and continues 
to characterise our financial activity" Mr. 
Azar said. He added: "With the emer- 
gence of deep economic and social prob- 
lems. such as unemployment and pover- 
ty, it is therefore necessary that the gov- 
ernment participation be a strong incen- 
tive to the private sector and, consequent- 
ly. be a serious factor in resolving many 
sensitive economic problem.” 

Noting that among the reasons that 
influenced the government to participate 
in investment alongside the private sector 
since the 50s were the lack of sufficient 
private savings and the low private sector 
awareness of large-scale industrial 
investment, Mr. Azar stressed that the 
private sector has never complained of 
mixed equity through the participation of 
the government. “They ( the private sec- 
tor) complained of the work of the gov- 
ernment institutions in which they did 
not have any partnership with,” he 


emphasised. 

Mr. Azar, who is the general manager 
of the Jordan National Bank, described 
the three past decades as being unique for 
having created a mixed economy where- 
by the public sector joined with the pri- 
vate sector to carry out the development 
of the country, unlike other states which 
adopted socialism and all production ele- 
ments became owned by the state. He 
said that the government participation 
did not cause any imbalance in invest- 
ments because it directed and pushed the 
private sector towards higher invest- 
ments. 

The lecture pointed out that as Jordan 
opens up on the world through various 
international agreements being negotiat- 
ed, it is highly desirable more than any 
time before that the government and the 
private sector cooperate to form devel- 
oped and advanced economic units capa- 
ble of protecting local production and 
ensure that it continues to be competitive. 

“All of this requires huge investments 
that the private sector could not or may 
not be able to carry and implement,” he 
said stressing that “the government par- 
ticipation is needed to select the best 
trends without imposing any monopolies 
in this regard fAI Dusiour). 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 7/1 1/97 18:12 


US Dollar 
.:PE*tark 
GB Sterling 

. 'icMSfano-. 
JP Yeti 

•<KD&Dar 

IT Lira 
iMit&der 
FR Franc 


US Dollar 
e. Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


2.8830 
79 t22£7 
81 1.3789 

1 T*? 112 ' 

1.0195 
88.66 
0.2987 



1.1239 
a 9837 
0.0830 
72J33 
24.3417 
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167240 
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5.7140 

0.8251 

979.99 

1.1262 
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9.3R93 

2833.44 

3^2542 

9.6768 

1.0125 

1203.13 

138.18 

4.1042 

1.1387 

13.51 

155.29 

4.6146 


1187.46 

1.3622 

4.0539 

0.8412 


11.48 

3.4123 

0.7324 

869.79 


2.9706 j 

02465 

33.65 

33.6500 



Middle Eastern Currencies 
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0.9912 
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419.04 

5034.65 
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20.43 
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192.00 
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SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
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BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East Currencies 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Turnover at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) increased last 
week but share prices 
dropped as a result of for- 
eign portfolios’ influence, 
brokers said Friday. 

The AFM’s weekly bul- 
letin indicated that the 
turnover volume increased 
to JD 53 million from JD 
3.7 million a week before, 
or 43.2 per cent increase. 

Naim Naqeeb, a broker at 
the Jordan International 
Financial Centre, said sev- 
eral contracts concluded by 
foreign portfolios “to buy 
shares of the Housing Bank, 
phosphate and potash com- 
panies led to the increase in 


the general turnover.” 

Mr. Naqeeb told the Jor- 
dan Times that the foreign 
portfolios decision to buy 
shares of Housing Bank was 
due to the remarkable prof- 
its recorded by the bank in 
the first nine months. 

He said that on Wednes- 
day. “140,000 of the Hous- 
ing Bank shares were pur- 
chased by these portfolios ” 
Last month, the Housing 
Bank announced that its has 
registered JD25 million net 
profit in the first nine 
months of 1 997. 

Mr. Naqeeb said the 
decline in the AFM general 
price index was due to the 
portfolios’ decision to sell 
shares in the cement and 
pharmaceutical and other 
firms "which caused supply 


exceeding demand in ihe 
market.” 

Another broker, who 
asked not to be named, con- 
firmed Mr. Naqeeb’s 
accounts and said that 
another reason that led the 
increase was the sudden 
interest in the shares of the 
Industrial Development 
Bank (IDB). 

He emphasised that the 
declaration of the IDB that 
it would distribute "a half 
share to its shareholders and 
its intention to increase the 
bank’s capital have played 
another role to increase the 
purchase of its share.” 

He explained that “the 
portfolios decisions to sell 
shares of the cement com- 
pany lead to the availability 
of shares in the market," 


which eventually led to a 
decrease in the share price 
of the cement firm, 

“The supply has exceeded 
demand in the market and 
led to the price decrease of 
many shares,” he said. 

’The foreign investors 
usually create confusion in 
the market. When they buy 
shares , confidence 
enhances but the opposite 
occurs when they sell their 
equities," he added. 

The weekly bulletin of the 
general price index, based 
on prices of the shares of 60 
AFM firms, decreased from 
170.9 point to 170.56 or 
0.43 per cent 
The number of shares that 
changed hands during the 
weekly circulation totalled 
2.2 million through 1,531 


contracts. 

The daily turnover 
reached JD1.33 million 
compared with JD740.000 
in the previous week. 

The industrial sector won 
the lion’s share of the week- 
ly turnover with JD 2.2 mil- 
lion or 42 per cent followed 
by the banks sector with 
JD2.1 million or 40.8 per 
cent. 

The services sector came 
third with JD670.000 or 
14.3 per cent and insurance 
companies fourth with 
ID 150,000 or 2.8 per cent. 

The bulletin showed that 
out of S8 firms, shares of 33 

companies have registered 
gain in its prices, shares of 
43 firms recorded loss while 
12 enterprises witnessed no 
change. 
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DURING THE LAST 
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HIGH LOW 


COMPANY NAME 
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PRICE 


CLOSING 

PRICE 


AVERAGE TURNOVER NO. Of 
MARKET SHARES TRAD IK 
PRICE DAYS 
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SERVICES 


533448 INDEX NUMBER I 


3.480 

3.030 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 
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11.3 

11.90 

1 .550 

1.520 

MAIL. CKLORXNK 

14.2 

4.44 

.890 

.850 

JOR. BEN CABLE CO. 

18.1 

0.00 

1.450 

1.440 

EL -EAT READY NEAR 

50.7 

0.00 

1.240 

1.180 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

0.00 

1.110 

1.110 

UNION CM. A VBO. 

49.1 

0.00 

.180 

.780 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

4.58 

.810 

.580 

RID. EAST COMPLEX 

1.3 

16.95 



1.507 .013 

.8*4 i:04< 

3,443 .027 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX NUMBER I 115.80 


INDEX NUMBER 


TELEPHONE I 60/ 1/1 / 60717* 

PARALLEL MARKET TRADING ACTIVITY IOR THE PERIOD (01/11/1997 - 05/11/1997) 
WEEKLY REPORT 
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DURING THE LAST 
3 WEEKS 

HIGH LOW 


COMPANY HAKE 


.310 CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 
.180 JOR.THATE FAC. 

.400 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

.750 UNION INV. 504 
1.160 SARA FOR INVESTMENT 
.830 AL-5HARO INV. CO. 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 
.150 ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 
.210 JOR. INPS. MATCH- JEMLU 
.370 NATL. TEXTILE 
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No. OF 
CONTRACT 

no. or 
SHARES 
EXECUTED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPENNING 

PRICE 

HIGH 

LOW 

CLOSING 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

AVERAGE TURNOVER 
MARKET SHARES 
PRICE 

0.00 

6 

11100 

5472 

.31 

.37 

.32 

.32 t 

.01 

.320 

.518 

0.00 

13 

1IJ50 

1435U 

. 38 

■ 3* 

.18 

. 19 t 

.01 

-385 

.887 

a. oo 

IB 

4b55U 

18700 

.40 

.41 

.40 

.4 1 * 

.01 

.402 1 

.444 

0.00 

lb 

34DH 

bb89 

.79 

.78 

.77 

.77 - 

.0? 

.278 * 

.110 

0.00 

4 

20400 

24672 

1.22 

1.22 

1.14 

1.70 - 

.02 

1.219 

.031 

0.00 

9 

bOSSO 

51830 

.81 

.90 

.85 

.65 4 

.02 

.850 

.677 

0.00 

10 

10000D 

10UOOO 

1.00 

l.oo 

1 .00 

1.00 

_ 

1.000 

1.000 

0.00 

30 

21/50 

7300 

.35 

.35 

.33 

.34 - 

.01 

.334 

.433 

0.00 

11 

B7S0 

1750 

.71 

.20 

.20 

.70- 

;or ' 

.700 

.515 

0.00 

19 

9750 

>464 

.37 

. 37 

. 35 

.35 - 

.02 

.355 

.190 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Tf Estate 

'®i:- 810605-810609 

Fax:- 810520 

Mobile:- 079/30007 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKET PLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold • Phone5527118 AlsVin^razil • 



STUDIO HRI6 



• Free 

20 x 30cm. 

[Shmelsani-uppwMw 
Gnittflays Bank, 
phone: 604042 
SweifiehTel: 823891 



GASTRONOMY - 1 


JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
r FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
667171 EXT. 223 


684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



AIDDABT CVDDCOC 



For Fulher Details coU : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdafl Branch 653313 




SANABEL 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
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Senna prosecution sums up 


IMOLA (AFP) — State prosecutor Maurizio Passarini 
began his summing up of the case against Frimk Williams 
and five other men here on Friday, as the trial continued 
over the death of Ayrton Senna. 

Williams, his technical director Patrick Head and the 
Formula One team’s chief designer at the time, Adrian 
Newey. all face manslaughter charges — along with three 
race officials at the 1994 San Marino Grand Prix- 

The case against the six is of alleged negligence, over 
the car and the circuit respectively, and all face a maxi- 
mum sentence of five years in jail. A verdict is expected 
around mid-December. 

Passarini claims that Senna s steering column failed as 
he approached the high-speed Tamburello bend, causing 
him to crash into a concrete wall. He has indicted race 
officials over alleged failings in the track. 

All six of the accused have denied the charges. 

The evidence showed Senna’s car suffered from over- 
steer. as he approached Tamburello. The Brazilian eased 
up on the accelerator and then took his foot off the pedal 


completely, without changing to his line. 

“This failure to change his trajectory is very suprising," 
Passarini said, before adding: “The conclusion is that he 
was unable to because the steering column had failed." 

The prosecutor then called up drawings of the changes 
made to Senna’s column in order to shorten it; namely 
thai a 18mm diameter section was inserted into the 22mm 
original column. 

The prosecution's drawings indicated metal fatigue 
where the new section was connected with the rest of the 
column. 

Passarini later produced further video evidence from the 
onboard camera, which compared the position of a button 
on Senna's steering wheel during previous laps, and that 
of his final lap as he approached Tamburello. 

The pictures showed the button move out of view in the 
final lap. indicating. Passarini argued, that something was 
wrong with the steering column. 


Classic 

favourite 

Skip 

Away 

in the 

spotlight 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Classic favourite Skip 
Away assumes the spot- 
light Saturday in a 
Breeders' Cup beset by 
injuries, the most recent 
the career-ending broken 
leg suffered by Singspiel 
on Thursday. 

The four-year-old gray, 
trained by Sonny Hine and 
owned by his wife, 
Carolyn was an impressive 
winner of the Jockey Club 
Gold Cup in October. 

In the one and a quarter 
mile Classic, the show- 
piece of the seven-race 
Breeders’ Cup card, he'll 
likely be vying for Horse 
of the Year honours with 
three-year-old Touch Gold, 
who denied Silver Charm 
the U.S.TripIe Crown with 
a victory in the Belmont 
Stakes. 

Two other three-year-old 
late bloomers are entered: 
Deputy Commander, win- 
ner of the Travers Stakes 
and the Super Derby, and 
Behrens, who defeated 
Touch Gold in the Pegasus. 

But injuries have shad- 
owed the buildup to the 
1997 Breeders’ Cup. 

Of the 94 horses pre- 
entered, only 76 were left 
on Thursday. 

No less than five con- 
tenders have been side- 
lined in less than a week. 

Singspiel, the all-time 
leading money winner in 
British racing, with career 
earnings of $5,952,825, 
suffered a condylar frac- 
ture of the right foreleg 
during a morning gallop on 
Thursday. 



“Touch Gold'- gets a morning bath from his stable hand November 6 at Hollywood 
Paris, site of the Breeders Cup. The horse Is entered in the $4 million Breeders Cup 
Classic, and will meet fellow Horse of the Year candidate “Skip Away” for the first 
time (Reuters photo) 

defections, there's still 
some gret horses out 
there.” 

Baffert said he saw no 
real pattern to the injuries. 

“It’s the end of the year. 


Instead of bidding to 
become the first British 
entry to win a Breeders* 
Cup race in California. 
Singspiel is slated for 
surgery this weekend. 


himself in his stall. Other 
possible runners. Honor 
Glide and Japanese entry 
Taiki Blizzard both opted 
for the Classic. 

That leaves Spinning 


BREEDERS CUP PREVIEW 


..i* •}"» i 


h- 


. T 


Barring complications, the 
Sheikh Mohammed-owned 
five-year-old will then be 
retired to stud. 

He had been the 
favourite in the S2 million 
Turf, a role thai now falls 
to Chief Beaihart or per- 
haps French entry 
Rajpoute. 

The Classic had already 
lost Silver Charm, winner 
of the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness, as well as the 
highly regarded 

Gentlemen and just last 
week Formal Gold. 

Veteran trainer Bob 
Baffert said the races still 
offered plenty of quality. 

‘The Classic, that's one 
of those races that lot of 
people are going to be 
coming up to the window 
and scratching their 
heads," he said. “Even 
though there’s been a lot of 


these horses have been 
running hard.** he said. 
“Also, there's so many 
horses involved in the 
Breeders’ Cup. I think it’s 
just wear and tear." 

The Distaff lost top con- 
tender Twice the Vice, who 
had to be retired after 
breaking her left front can- 
non bone. 

But the one and one 
eighth-mile Distaff is still 
packed with talent. 

John Kimrael has guided 
four-year-old Hidden Lake 
to the top of the filly and 
mare division with four 
straight graded stakes vic- 
tories in New York. 

Her challengers will 
include defending Distaff 
champion Jewell Princess. 

The withdrawals have 
not spared the Mile, with 
top contender Anet miss- 
ing the race after hurting 


World, winner of three of 
four starts this year as the 
favourite. Cash Asmussen 
will be aboard looking for 
his first trip to the winners’ 
circle in 22 Breeders' Cup 
races. 

London-born, Kentucky- 
based trainer Patrick Byrne 
saddles the favourites in 
the remaining three races, 
the Juvenile, the Juvenile 
Fillies and the Sprint 

Favorite Trick will be 
going for his eighth win in 
his eighth start as a two- 
year-old in the mile and 
one-16th Juvenile. 

Byrne’s Countess Diana 
is the strong favourite in 
the Juvenile Fillies, and 
Richter Scale is favoured 
in the six-furlong Sprint 

Tale of the Cat expected 
to battle Richter Scale, was 
withdrawn due to injury on 
Tuesday. 


On display are rugs 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Jordan Society for Development 
Bani Hamida 

Welcome you to the Fall Exhibition 
" Encounter " 

. . d ^¥p cd by Japanese textile designer 

omoko Iyodtf (a member of JOCV/JICA) 

Japan International Cooperation Agency 
woven by the Bani Hamida weavers 

On Thursday, 6 Nov, thru Tuesday, 25 Nov, m 7 

at The Bani Hamida House 
1st Circle, off Rainbow Si, 

^ OP" frtun 8r00 ajn..6:00 p.m. 

Fridays & official holidays from 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Sponsored by: BRITISH AIRWAYS 

• & 

FINE 

For more information, please call: 658696/7. 





SALE OF SURPLUS ITEMS 

The United Nations Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia (ESCWA) announces 
the selling of used surplus items consisting of 
Computers, Printers, Office Equipment and 
Office Furniture. 

interested buyers are kindly requested to call at 
the Purchase & Transportation Unit of ESCWA 
(room 302), located in Shmeisanl, Abdel Hamid 
Sharaf Street, by not later than the closing of 
business (2 p.m.) on Thursday, 13 November 
1997, to obtain the Sale Bid documents and the 
list if items available for sale and to arrange for 
the Inspection of the items at ESCWA Central 
Stores. The deadline for submission of offers 
shall be Wednesday, 19 November 1997, 12:00 
hours noon. 


Brewers 
officially 
shift to 
National 
League 

MILWAUKEE (AFP) — 
Pitchers will hit in 
Milwaukee once again, as 
one of baseball's worst- 
kept secrets finally became 
official on Thursday. 

The Milwaukee Brewers 
won approval from Major 
League Baseball's ruling 
executive council and 
shifted to the National 
League under a limited 
realignment plan. The 
newest members of the NL 
Central Division are the 
first team to transfer 
leagues. 

The move, essentially 
agreed upon before the end 
of the season, became offi- 
cial Thursday afternoon. 

Brewers owner and act- 
ing commissioner Bud 
Selig, who also is chair- 
man of die executive coun- 
cil. made the announce- 
ment 

Phase One of the realign- 
ment plan also moved the 
Detroit Tigers from the 
American League East to 
the Central and placed the 
expansion Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays in the AL East. 
The shift by the Brewers 
creates a 16^ team National 
League and a 14-team 
American League, and 
avoids the need for contin- 
uous interleague play. 

Each league will contin- 
ue to have three divisions. 

The Kansas City Royals 
were given the first option 
at switching leagues, but. 
leaving the decision to an 
eager Brewers franchise. 
Selig grew up rooting for 
the _ Nation^ . . . League's 
Milwaukee Braves, who 
moved to Atlanta in 1966. 

Switching leagues is per- 
ceived as beneficial to the 
Brewers, who will have 
instant rivalries with the 
Chicago Cubs and Sl 
L ouis Cardinals in the NL 
Central. In 1953. their first 
season in Milwaukee fol- 
lowing a move from 
Boston, the Braves set a 
then-NL attendance 
record. 

The Brewers are now 
grouped with the Cubs, 
Cardinals, Houston Astros, 
Pittsburgh Pirates and Sl 
L ouis Cardinals. The AL 
Central includes the 
Tigers, Royals, Chicago 
White Sox, Cleveland 
Indians and Minnesota 
Twins. The East now con- 
sists of Tampa Bay. the 
New York . Yankees, 
Baltimore Orioles. 

Toronto Blue Jays and 
Boston Red Sox. 
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Phtiadephia 76ers guard Allen Iverson ( C) reaches for an offencive rebound wkh 
Milwaukee Backs forward Tyrone HIU (R) and guard Terrell Brandon in the first 
quarter at the Bradley Centre in Milwaukee. Wisconsin. Milwaukee won 100-93 
(Reuters photo) 


New quarterbacks ignite 
New York teams 


NEW YORK.. (AFP) -r- 
Glenn Foley and Danny 
Kanell were backup quar- 
terbacks two months ago 
when the National 
Football League season 
began. 

Now they are the toast of 
Broadway, the new start- 
ing quarterbacks for New 
York’s division-leading 
American football teams 
entering away games this 
Sunday. 

Foley will guide the Jets 
against Miami with New 
York (6-3) owning a one- 
game AFC East division 
lead on the host Dolphins 
as well as New England 
and Buffalo, who also 
meet Sunday. 

Kanell. who has guided 
the Giants to five triumphs 
in a row, takes the NFC 
East leaders to Tennessee. 
The Giants (6-3) are one 
game ahead of 
Washington and two 
above Dallas and 
Philadelphia. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
4TANNAH HJRSCH 


Q. I - East-West vulnerable, os 
Sooth you hold: 


0KQ963 +A7 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

*1097 *K CQ 73 4KQJ109S 



What do yw bid now? 

Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, as Sooth 
you hold: 

*AJ64 OK OAK 8S *AQSfi 
What is yoor opening bid? 

Q.3 - Nether vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦AKI0642 7K9S 3 062 *A 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pom 20 Pan 

7 

Wha t do you bid now? 

Q.4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Th e bid di ng has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Pus Pm lo Paoa 

7 

What do yon bid now? 

Q,5 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*KQJ9852 OT 01096 *73 

Thai 

SOUTH 

3* 

7 

What action do you take? 

Q.6- As South, vulnerable, you 

hold.' 

*AQ 1063 PAQJlO 0AJ9 *3 

The biddin g has p roceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 * Pa** 4* P*M 

What do you bid now? 


Foley, has.. made Neil 
O'Donnell the richest 
reserve in the sport. Jets 
coach Bill Parcells made 
the decision this week to 
bench the man with the 
five-year. S25 million 
contract in favor of Foley. 

“It's not an easy thing 
but you've got to do what 
you think is best at this 
moment.” Parcells said. 
“The team responded bet- 
ter to Foley.” 

Foley was promoted 
after sparking the Jets to 
back-to-back victories. 
Last week he drove New 
York 60 yards in 12 plays 
to set up an over-time field 
goal that beat Baltimore. 

Before that he replaced 
O'DooneU against New 
England, the team Parcells 
coached to the Super 
Bowl in January, and con- 
nected on 17 of 23 passes 
for 200 yards, rallying the 
Jets to a 24-19 victory. 

“I looked at some oppor- 
tunities presented to both 
guys,” Parcells said, “It's 
very lopsided percentage- 
wise in what has tran- 
spired. 

O’Donnell has made 
four touchdowns in his 
past 37 possessions. Foley 
has generated three in 
only seven attempts. 

“I’m excited,” Foley 
said. “This is what 1 have 
been waiting for, a chance 
to play on" a first-place 
team.” 

O'Donnell’s career has 
crashed since he left 
Pittsbuigh after a Super 
Bowl season for big 
money from the once- 
woeful Jets. 

‘T don’t know what to 
think,” O'Donnell said. ‘1 
want to play. I don't want 
to be a backup. I still 
believe I am a big leader 
of this football team.” 

Parcells said the switch 
might not be permanent, 
adding, “I'm not worried 
about long-term effects on 


this team. Things change 
in this game. Two or ttate 
weeks can be a lifetime." 

The Giants are unbeaten 
since Kannell replaced 
Dave Brown. who 
remains sidelined by a 
tom chest muscle. 

“If I were coach I would 
do the same thing," 
Brown said. “No sense 
changing when the team is 
on a five-game win 
streak.” 

Kanell has completed 58 
of 109 passes tor three 
touchdowns. When asked 
why he has made Kanell 
the starter even if Brown 
were healthy. Giants 
coach Jim Fassel said, 
“Five wins. He has been 
very efficient.” 

“I'll keep trying to do 
things the same way I 
have been,” Kanell said. 

Division foe Dallas 
needs to avoid that The 
Cowboys, denying reports 
that coach Barry Switzer’s 
job is in jeopardy, play 
host to Arizona in need of 
a victory to reach 5-5. 

The Cowboys have a 
losing record for the fust 
time since 1990 and have 
never reached the playoffs 
or managed a winning 
season with a record so 
bad so late in the season. 

The NFL's winningest 
clubs. Denver and San 
Francisco, enter the week 
8- 1 . Denver will play host 
to Carolina. The 49 ers 
travel to Philadelphia on 
Monday night. 

Sunday’s other games 
find Chicago _ at 
Minnesota, Cincinnati a 1 
wiiiless Indianapolis* 
Detroit at Washington, St. 
Louis at Green Bay, 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta, 
New Orleans at Oakland- 
New England at Bufial°’ 
Seattle at San Diego. 
Kansas City ’ * 
Jacksonville 81111 

Baltimore at Pittsburgh 
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Watch out for the new pity 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE . 
OF PEOPLE 1 1 

Starring Hisham 






and Amal 
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Sports 


Shishani wins speed test but Daoud 
clinches overall championship 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While Aidmer Shis- 
hani won Friday's speed lest 
Ahmad Daoud was crowned 1997 
overall speed test champion in 
spite of taking second place in the 
Pepsi Speed Test. 

Yanal Qomoq came third and 
captured second place in the over- 
all championship followed bv 
Yasser Jarrar in the third place 


ending the season's speed tests. 

Aidmer Shishani cook the first 
place by storm in his Opel Ascona 
clocking 02:5 1 .44 and surprised 
Qomoq and Daoud who were 
relaxed in taking the lead in the 
first round. 

Ahmad Daoud followed in his 
Renault 5 GT Turbo with a rime of 
02:53.12 in second place and 
Yanal Qomoq in a Renault 5 Turbo 
came third docking 02:54.37. 

Twenty seven of the best drivers 


in the Kingdom registered for the 
race but only 22 took pan in event 
organised by the Royal Automo- 
bile Club of Jordan ( RACJ). 

Only three ladies took pan in the 
event in which Abeer Batikhi’s 
reigned over her collegues and 
took first place. 

Maya Mufti left the race before 
the end of the second round and 
Sawsan Batikhi in her Hyundai 
Accent clocked 03:41.36. 

“We are satisfied that everything 


went well in the event," RACJ 
spokesman Bader Rasheed told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

“RAO still has two major 
events to go," he added. “A rally 
tour and 4X4 Rally," he added. 

The 9th speed test for the 1997 
season was held under the Patron- 
age of His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben A1 Hussein who close- 
ly watched the event and handed 
trophies to participants at RACJ 
headquarters. 





Robert Vagner (L) of Slavia Prague pushes the ball past Nice's Frederic Martin (R) 
daring the second round, second leg match of their Cup Winners' Cup match in 
Prague (Reuters photo) 

European Cup Winners Cup 
Chelsea, Vicenza in quarters 


LONDON (AFP) — 
'CftelseA' thrashed Norwe- 
gians Tromso 7-1 on 
Thursday night for a 9-4 
aggregate win to put them 
into the quarter-finals as 
2-1 favourites for the 
European Cup Winners 
Cup. 

A Luca Vialli hat-trick, 
two goals from Dan 
Petrescu and one a piece 
from Gianfranco Zola and 
Franck Leboeuf complete 
crushed the Norwegians 
who scored through Bjorn 
Johansen six minutes 
before the break. 

Ruud Gullit's cos- 
mopolitan all-star team 
went into the game need- 
ing to wipe out the embar- 
rassment of their 3-2 first- 
leg deficit in farcical con- 
ditions in Norway two 
weeks ago. But their entry 
into the quarter-finals 
next March looked 
beyond all reasonable 
debate even before Petres- 
cu and Vialli both scored 
in the opening 23 min- 
utes. The Norwegians had 
only muscular commit- 
ment and dogged defend- 
ing to offer in response — 
until Johansen's stunning 
25-yard drive exploded 
past goalkeeper Ed De 
Goey to rudely interrupt 
Chelsea’s complete domi- 
nance in the 37th minute. 

Even then, it took only 
five minutes more for 
Zola to restore proof of 
the huge gap between the 
two sides, after Roberto 
Di Matteo was pulled 
down on the edge of the 
box by a foul which 
brought Steinar Nilsen a 
booking. 

Zola curled and dipped a 
magnificent freekick over 
the Tromso wall for a 
spectacular third Chelsea 
goal. 

Chelsea made a surpris- 


ingly sluggish start to the 
second half, but the award 
of a' penalty, and the con- 
sequent sending-off of 
Troraso's Jonny Hansen 
put them back in total 
command in the 54th 
minute. 

Hansen seemed hard 
done by when Ukrainian 
referee Vasily Melnichuk 
decided he had deliberate- 
ly handled Wise's shot 
from a Petrescu pass and 
the yellow card was 
quickly followed by the 
red after the defender 
complained too vocifer- 
ously. 

Leboeuf deepened 
Tromso's agony by com- 
fortably converting the 
spotkick. Six minutes 
later Chelsea had a nap 
hand of goals for a 7-4 
aggregate lead when 
Tromso. amazingly com- 
mitting too many men for- 
ward. were left complete- 
ly exposed at the back, 
with Petrescu and Vialli 
both running free. 

Grenersen bravely came 
off his line to block the 
Romanian's shot, but 
Vialli joyfully followed 
up the rebound and slid it 
into an empty net for his 
second goal of the match 
and his fourth in the tie. 

Tromso were deter- 
mined to go down with all 
guns firing and they near- 
ly pulled a goal back 
when Bemtsen escaped 
the marking on the right 
flank of Chelsea's under- 
employed defence, but 


drove his cross-shot 
beyond the far post.' Vialli 
completed- bis . hawrick 
with an unstoppable head- 
er from Wise’s right-wing 
cross to make it 6- 1 on the 
night in the 71st minute 
and Petrescu hit Chelsea's 
seventh four minutes from 
time. VfB Stuttgart kept 
up Germany's presence in 
the competition, but they 
lost 4-2 at home to Bel- 
gium side Ekeren. How- 
ever Stuttgart had to play 
the second half with 10 
men when Switzerland's 
Murat Yakin was sent off 
just before half-time. 

Vicenza, just seventh in 
the Italian table, also 
earned their last eight 
ticket after beating Chak- 
thior Donetsk of the 
Ukraine 2-1, and 5-2 on 
aggregate. 

Second division Nice 
drew 1-1 in Slavia Prague, 
but lost on away goals fol- 
lowing Slavia’s 2-2 draw 
on French soil. However 
the Riviera club could be 
satisfied with their perfor- 
mance and were within 15 
minutes of making the 
quarter-finals. Franck 
Vandescasteele hit a mag- 
nificent volley in the 75th 
minute to put Nice ahead 
and give them hope. But 
five minutes later, Pavel 
Lab ant headed home to 
end their dream. 


FLRT FOR RENT 

Modern in excellent condition. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, reception, dining, 
veranda, large kitchen, covered garage, telephone- 
street level. Near Philadelphia Hotel. Excellent views 
of Wadi Saqra. 

Tel.: 685861, 690139. Mobile: 079/51901 
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A1 Orthodoxi’s ladies 
win soccer tournament 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The ladies of A1 Orthodox! soccer ream were 
crowned champions of the first outdoor Women's Soccer 
Tournament after crushing the British Embassy team 5-1 
Friday. 

Al Orthodoxi’s Alia Tufaha was the star of the match 
with a hat-trick followed by another two goals from Hana 
Abu Roos and Dina Abu Zeid. 

The British Embassy had reached the final match after 
beating the American School 2-0 while Al Orthodoxi over- 
came Arab Al Yawm 1-0 in the semi-finals from an own 
goal by Maha Awwad which landed between her team’s 
goal posts. 

The three-day event organised by Arab Al Yawm daily 
newspaper and the British Embassy included teams from 
the British Embassy, Al Orthodoxi Club, the American 
School. Al Bayan School, Arab A! Yawm and the Unified 
Zarqa Schools team. 

The event was held under the Patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hussein and HRH 
Princess Rania. 

Trophies and prizes were handed to the winning ram at 
the British Embassy Club in Abdoun. 


Stockholm Oven 


Rafter, Rusedski win 

,, STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Tim Henman saved a match 
point with an ace but couldn't keep up the heroics to suffer 
a 6-3, 6-3 defeat in the quarter- finals of the $825.00 Stock- 
holm Open Friday by top seed Patrick Rafter. 

But British interest was kept up by No. 2 seed Greg 
Rusedski, who advanced on a walkover against unseeded 
Swede Magnus Lars son, who withdrew through illness 
before the start. 

The irony of the situation was evident as Rusedski had 
spent two days in bed this week fighting off a virus after 
winning an opening-round march on Monday at Kungliga 
Tennishalle. He beat Frenchman Lionel Roux on Thursday 
in the second round. 

“1 guess Magnus got the bug that 1 had," said World No. 
5 Rusedski, who will now have an extra day to rest before 
facing either Wimbledon finalist Cedric Pioline of France 
or Dutchman Jan Siemerink, the journeyman who upset 
Boris Becker on Thus day night in die second round. 

I'm in shock," said Rusedski, heading to Hanover next 
week for the ATP World Championship. “I was practicing 
on a court next to Magnus this morning and everything 
seemed fine. 

“A little later his coach came up to me and said ‘well 
done.’ 1 didn't know why and then he told me that Magnus 
could oot play.’’ 

There was no such luck for compatriot Henman, who 
failed to take advantage of his early chances in his 6-3, 6- 
3 Joss to top seed Patrick Rafter. 

The Australian, the man who claimed the U.S. Open title 
over British No. 1 Rusedski, spent 69 minutes in attacking 
Henman's game with serve-and-volley brilliance. 

The Briton had break points in Rafter’s first three service 
games. “If I had taken my chances, I could have been up 5- 
0, as it was, I was down 3-2. 1 created enough opportuni- 
ties. If you have break point in three games and don’t take 
them, that's the story of fee match." 

Henman said Rafter, whom he played for fee first time, 
played at a consistently high level. 
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A villa in Sweifieh, consists of two separate 
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WBA heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield stands on the scales, during the 
weigh-in for his World title fight, against IBF heavyweight champion Michael Moor- 
er. Holyfield and Moorer will fight November 8 to unify their two titles (Reuters 
photo) 

Moorer outweighs Holyfield 
for heavyweight showdown 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Michael Moorer weighed 
in nine pounds (4 kilo- 

S mes) heavier than 
der Holyfield for 
their heavyweight boxing 
championship showdown 
here Saturday. 

At fee weighin^in cere; 
mony Thursday' 

International Boxing Fed- 
eration champion Moorer 
weighed 223 pounds (101 
kg) while World Boxing 
Association ruler Holy- 
field was at 214 pounds 
(97 kg). 

Holyfield weighed 214 


when he lost a split deci- 
sion to Moorer here 3 1/2 
years ago. Moorer was at 
214 for that fight as well 
but sees no great harm in 
being heavier. 

“1 look at it as nine 
pounds of muscle,” Moor- 
er said* Tm ready for- fee 
fight. I’nT not worried 
about it.- — 

Moorer weighed 212 in 
his most recent fight, a 
March defence against 
Vaughn Bean, and com- 
plained he was too light 
after too much training. 

“A lot of people make 


big things about weight,” 
Moorer said. “When you 
get older, it’s harder for 
the weight to come off. I 
have done everything I 
was supposed to do." 

Holyfield, who weighed 
218 when he won by dis- 
qualification when Tyson 
bit his ears last June r .said 
fee sizes matter little. 

“Most of fee time weight 
doesn't make the differ- 
ence, unless it makes a dif- 
ference to the fighter who 
has to carry it,” he said. 


China’s missed penalty kills 
World Cup hopes; Qatar wins 


RIYADH (AFP) — A missed 
penalty by skipper Fan Zhiyi 
in fee 1-1 draw with Saudi 
Arabia here may have cost 
China's hopes of reaching 
the World Cup finals for fee 
first time. 

The result from Thursday 
night’s match only aided Iran 
who are now virtually guar- 
anteed of finishing in the key 
top two places in Asian 
Group A. The first side in 
each of fee two Asian groups 
goes straight into fee finals 
and fee second teams go into 
playoffs. 

Fan’s weak spot kick five 
minutes before half-time 
ruined China's chances of 
staying in contention in the 
qualifying battle.' 

Saudi Arabia, finalists in 
1994, went ahead after just 


four minutes with the first of 
the match’s two brilliant 
goals. 

Despite the pressure of 
playing before around 
80,000 fanatical Saudi fans, 
China were back level within 
10 minutes. 

The first half continued at a 
furious pace that neither side 
could possibly keep up. After 
Fan’s missed penalty, Saudi 
dampened the Chinese attack 
in the second half and missed 


a penalty of their own when 
Ou saved Moussaad's spot 
kick after Al Jabir was 
brought down. 

Saudi Arabia are now in 
second place on 11 points 
with one match to play. If 
they lose, China could still 
draw level with the Saudis if 
they beat Kuwait next 
Wednesday, but the Saudi 
goal difference is far superi- 
or. 


j Group A Standings after Qatar’s 2-0 win over Iran] 

Friday 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

PTS 

Iran 8 

3 

3 

2 

13 

8 

12 

S. Arabia 7 

3 

2 

2 

7 

6 

11 

Qatar 7 

3 

1 

3 

5 

9 

10 

Kuwait 7 

2 

2 

3 

7 

7 

8 

China 7 

2 

2 

3 

10 

14 

S 
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Take special pleasure in discovering our new enchanting wicker accessories 

from Wadi Rayan, in addition to our many other handicrafts and gift items 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas & Ramadan. Now is the perfect time 
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Netanyahu calls settlement 


construction a ‘non-issue’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — 
Dismissing U.S. calls for a 
timeout in Jewish settlement 
construction. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Friday the growth of the set- 
tlements in occupied territo- 
ries was a “non-issue.'" 

Addressing Jewish- 

American leaders, Mr. 
Netanyahu also said he 
would not suspend construc- 
tion while the Palestinians, 
according to him, are build- 
ing without restrictions in 
their areas. 

The Israeli prime minis- 
ter’s defiant remarks came as 
Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators wrapped up a week of 
U.S.-hosted peace talks in 
Washington with few tangi- 
ble results. 

The Israelis said some 
progress was made. 

However, the Palestinians 
said the talks did not move 
forward on the two key 
issues — demands that Israel 
halt settlement expansion 
and f ulfil its U.S.-backed 
promise to pull back troops 
in the West Bank in three 
stages, by mid- 1998. 

“The delegation went to 
Washington in order to 
secure a deal on further rede- 
ployment and settlements,” 
Ahmad Abdul Rahman, the 
secretary general of the 
Palestinian cabinet told the 
Associated Press. “This did 
not happen. So I would not 
say that there is reason for 
optimism.” 

In contrast, Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy was 
upbeat Friday. “The meeting 
was started under a cloud of 
pessimism. We had good 
meetings. We met night and 
day. There was progress." 
Mr. Levy told an airport 
news conference upon his 
return from Washington. 

In justifying his refusal to 
pull back troops, Mr. 
Netanyahu has said he could 
not hand over more land until 
the Palestinians made more 
of an effort to rein in 
Islamists responsible for 
more than a dozen suicide 
bombings in Israel since 
1994. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also 
given no sign that he would 
slow the construction of 
Jewish settlements. U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright had asked Israel for 
a tim eout in construction for 
the duration of negotiations. 
Asked about settlement 


A Palestinian labourer at work on a new settlement unit in the West Bank of Alfei 
Menasbe settlement Friday. Israel will begin building 300 new homes on a hilltop 
in this West Bank settlement enclave in two weeks, defying U.S. calls for a 'time-out* 
in building activity in occupied West Bank and Gaza (Reuters photo) 


expansion Friday, Mr. 
Netanyahu told leaders of the 
Los Angeles Jewish commu- 
nity: “It’s a non-issue. It’s a 
political issue. When people 
say, ‘you are preempting a 
final [peace] settlement by 
building frets on the 
ground,’ I say that number 
one, the facts are not aD that 
big and number two, the 
Palestinians are all the time 
building thousands and thou- 
sands of illegal housing 
units.” 

“I think that the idea of a 
timeout cannot be a unilater- 
al Israeli exercise.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

On Thursday, Israel’s hous- 
ing mini stry published a ten- 
der for the construction of 72 
new settlement-units in the 
West Bank settlement of 
Alfei Menashe. said Mossi 
Raz. spokesman of the Peace 
Now group which monitors 
settlement construction. 

The new units are part of 
an overall plan, approved in 
December 1996 by Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai, 
for 300 new units in Alfei 
Menashe. Mr. Raz said. 

Israeli-U.S. relations have 
become increasingly strained 
because of disagreement on 
die settlement issue. 

Mr. Netanyahu is leaving 
for the United States next 
week to address Jewish 
American leaders and so far 
has failed to get an appoint- 
ment at the White House — 


Settler leader says Israel 
to build 300 new units 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel will begin 
building 300 new units in 
the Jewish settlement of 
Alfei Menashe in the West 
Bank in two weeks, a set- 
tler leader said Thursday. 

The defence ministry, 
whose approval is needed 
for all settlement construc- 
tion in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza, said the 
project had been autho- 
rised a year ago but gave 
no further details. 

The housing ministry 


published a tender in an 
Israeli newspaper on 
Thursday asking for bids 
on construction of what 
appeared to be the first 
stage of the project — 72 
settlement-units. 

“The homes will be built 
on a hill as a continuation 
of [Alfei Menashe].” 
Shlomo Katan. head of the 
Jewish District Council in 
the area, told Reuters. “We 
have received the per- 
mits” 


an apparent snub by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton who 
does not want to reward Mr. 
Netanyahu with a photo 
opportunity at a time when 
the Israeli leader is not budg- 
ing on crucial issues. 

Mr. Levy said Friday that 
during his week in 
Washington, he met repeat- 
edly with Ms. Albright and 
that “the relations between us 
and the United States have 
improved.” 

Ms. Albright, meanwhile, 
is arranging separate meet- 
ings with Mr. Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat as part of her efforts to 
break die deadlock. 

Ms. Albright is to -meet 


with Mr. Netanyahu on 
Wednesday in London dur- 
ing a stopover en route to the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
conference in Doha. Qatar, 
Mr. Levy’s aides said Friday. 
Ms. .Albright has also 
requested to meet with 
President .Arafat on Nov. 14 
or Nov. 15 in Geneva, Mr. 
Abdul Rahman sai± 

Nine negotiating commit- 
tees dealing with outstanding 
issues from peace agree- 
ments already signed, such 
as a safe passage for the 
Palestinians between the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
will resume their work on 
Sunday, Mr. Levy said. 


American Jews ask Netanyahu Denktash 


to block Orthodox legislation 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu assured Jewish 
American leaders Friday that 
their Jewishness was not in 
doubt in Israel despite their 
bitter showdown with 
Orthodox rabbis over the 
validity of their more liberal 
beliefs. 

“All Jews for me are legiti- 
mate. all are part of the same 
people ” Mr. Netanyahu told 
some 400 members of the 
Los Angeles Jewish 
Federation in a meeting at an 
Israeli hotel. 

However, many in the audi- 
ence said they felt that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s message of unity 
was not enough. Herb 
Gelfand, president of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Federation, 
received an outburst of 
applause when he turned to 
Mr. Netanyahu and said: “We 
ask Israel to oppose the law 
on conversion.” 

The dispute over who has 
the right to cany out conver- 
sions in Israel has been at the 


core of the confrontation 
between Orthodox rabbis and 
the Reform and Conservative 
streams of Judaism. 

Reform and Conservative 
Jews are predominant in the 
U.S., but in Israel, religious 
affairs are controlled by die 
Orthodox. 

Ml Netanyahu has been 
under pressure from three 
Orthodox parties in his coali- 
tion to fend off efforts by the 
Reform and Conservative 


movements to win recogni- 
tion in Israel with lawsuits 
over the right to cany out 
conversions. 

In a countermove, the 
Orthodox parties have threat- 
ened to push through parlia- 
ment a conversion bill that 
would formalise the current 
practice of only allowing 
Orthodox rabbis to cany out 
conversions. 

Earlier this month, a crisis 
was averted when the two 
sides agreed to suspend both 
the lawsuits and the legisla- 
tion for three months in hopes 


of reaching a compromise. 

Ml Netanyahu urged the 
Los Angeles Jewish leaders 
Friday to help his efforts to 
reach such a compromise. 
“We are dying to achieve an 
historic reconciliation." 

He said areal change could 
be made in the country's reli- 
gious status quo. “but it will 
take time and requires deli- 
cate treatment.” 

However, Rick Nagler, a 
53-year-old clothing manu- 
facturer from the Manhattan 
Beach district of Los Angeles, 
said he was not satisfied with 
Mr. Netanyahu’s assurances 
that the conversion issue 
could be resolved peacefully. 

“I think he should have said 
that no Jew is in the position 
to determine what makes 
another Jew legitimate. I 
don't think he understands 
how important [the issue] is 
in America. If be did he 
would be taking a stronger 
position,” Me Nagler said. 


says his 
breakaway 
republic is 


to stay 


Israeli police close case against 


suspects in kidnapping plot 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
police said Friday they have 
dropped their investigation 
of seven Israelis suspected 
by Switzerland of having 
plotted to kidnap the grand- 
daughter of Greek shipping 
tycoon Aristotle Onassis. 

Police found no evidence 
that the seven, among them 
former top agents in the 
Shin Bet security service, 
were involved in wrongdo- 
ing, said Israeli police 
spokeswoman Linda 


Menuhin. 

Police investigators said 
Thursday that there was no 
evidence of an attempted 
kidnapping for ransom. The 
Israeli suspects, police said, 
were private investigators 
who had trailed the Onassis 
granddaugther, Athena 
Roussel, and her father, 
Thierry Roussel, as part of a 
battle over control of the 
girl’s trust fund. 

The Israelis had been 
hired by the Greek trustees 


to run surveillance on Ms. 
Roussel, police said. The 
12-year-old Athena stands 
to inherit $14 billion when 
she turns 18. 

In a statement Friday, the 
Alexander S. Onassis foun- 
dation accused Mr. Roussel 
of launching a press cam- 
paign in order to remove his 
daughter from the control of 
the trustees, “even in mat- 
ters of security.” 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash said in remarks 
published Friday that his 
self-declared republic is here 
to stay despite international 
efforts to reunify die divided 
Mediterranean island of 
Cyprus. 

’“The Greek-Cypriots 
should stop believing that 
they can convert the whole 
of Cyprus into their republic, 
that they can make us 
remove the Turkish 
Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) forever 
from the map of Cyprus,” 
Mr. Denktash told the 
English-language Turkish 
Daily News. 

He blamed the European 
Union (EU), which is 
preparing to formally invite 
the eastern Mediterranean 
island's internationally 
recognised Greek-Cypriot 
Cyprus government to EU 
membership talks next year, 
for escalated tensions in the 
region also involving Turkey 
and Greece. 

“The EU has completely 
destroyed the chances for a 
settlement Due to the EU 
policy, the Greek-Cypriots 
don't and won’t make any 
compromises" he said. 

Mr. Denktash declared the 
TRNC in 1983, but his 
breakaway state is recog- 
nised only by Ankara which 
still keeps some 35,000 
troops there. 
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Netanyahu testifies for second 
time over assassination fiasco 



TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu testified Friday 
for the second time before a 
commission investigating an 
attempt by Israeli agents to 
assassinate a Hamas leader in 
Amman, the radio sakL 

Mr. Netanyahu gave the 
commission details about the 
procedure — poison applica- 
tion —used in the attempt by 
two agents of the Mossad 
intelligence agency to kill 
Khaled Misha'al in Amman 
onSepL25. 

The prime minister, who is 
ultimately in charge of the 
Mossad. had already 
appeared before the commis- 
sion on Oct 27 to explain 
what information he had been 
given by security officials 
before giving the green light 
for the operation. 

The commission was creat- 
ed by Mr. Netanyahu to “clar- 
ify” what went wrong in the 
attack, which outraged 
Jordan, the Arab country that 
has displayed the warmest 
ties to Israel, to the point 
where King Hussein nearly 
broke off relations with the 
Jewish state. 

Mr. Netanyahu admitted 
“ultimate responsibility" for 
ordering the attack, bur reject- 
ed calls by former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres that 
he resign for the operation, 
which critics have slammed 
as ill-planned and politically 
disastrous. 

Mossad chief Danny Yatom 
testified before the commis- 
sion several days ago and 
pinned responsibility for the 
operation on Mr. Netanyahu. 


Mossad rehearsed 


Hamas assassination 


bid on Tel Aviv streets 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli hit squad behind the 
attempt to murder a Hamas 
leader in Jordan first prac- 
tised their exotic assassina- 
tion mission on the crowded 
streets of Tel Aviv, the 
Haarerz newspaper reported 
Friday. 

Two agents of Israel’s 
Mossad intelligence service 
were captured in September 
while crying to murder 
Khaled Misha’al, Hamas 
political chief, in Amman. 

The agents sprayed Mr. 
Misha’al with a mysterious 
poison which was supposed 
to kill him hours or even 
days later without anyone 
knowing he had been mur- 
dered. 

But Israel was forced to 
provide an antidote to save 
the Hamas leader's life in 
order to obtain the release 
of the Mossad men. 

Haarerz said that in the 
weeks leading up to the 
assassination attempt, mem- 
bers of the hit team made 
dozens of mock trial runs on 
unsuspecting Tel Avivans. 

During the exercise, a 
Mossad agent would stand 
in the path of a pedestrian 
and then open a warm can 
of Coca-Cola, which would 
spray onto the “victim.” 

While the agent was apol- 


U.S. sanctions deliver 


political blow to Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — New- 
United States sanctions are a 
political blow to the morale 9 f 
the Sudanese government just 
when it is trying to bury the 
hatchet with its enemies. 

The sweeping economic 
sanctions imposed this week 
hand the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) a 
symbolic big stick in their 
first peace talks with the 
Sudan government in three 
years. “The riming of the 
sanctions is crass,” Cyril 
Townsend, former British 
parliament member and 
columnist for A1 Hayat news- 
paper. told Reuters. 
“Declaring unilateral sanc- 
tions in Washington does give 
encouragement to [SPLA 
leader] John Garang.” 

The timing could only 
worsen the bargaining power 
of the government, which 
analysts say entered the talks 
already in a state of military 
weakness and diplomatic iso- 
lation. 

‘1 presume that is the moti- 
vation behind it.” said a diplo- 
mat 

U.S. President BflJ Clinton 
on Tuesday signed the sanc- 
tions order for Sudan’s 
human rights record and 
alleged sponsorship of terror- 
ism, a charge Khartoum’s 
Islamist government denies. 

“We believe they are ill- 
timed. We are now in the 
process of trying to achieve 
peace in Sudan.” Sudan’s 
deputy parliament speaker 
Abdulaziz Shido said. 

“This aggression by the 
United States would definite- 
ly reflect on the atmosphere 
in the talks in Nairobi,” he 
told Reuters on Thursday. 

The Sudan government 
appears slightly outnumbered 
at the talks on ending one of 
Africa's longest-running civil 


wars. 

A grouping of seven 
African stares Is chairing the 
talks. Sudan says three of 
them — Ethiopia, Eritrea and 
Uganda — support the 
SPLA. The three neighbour- 
ing states deny it 

Sudan is also working to 
mend long-standing disputes 
with its northern neighbour 
Egypt, which accuses 
Khartoum of a role in an 
attempt to kill President 
Hosni Mubarak in 1995. 

“The U.S. talks about us 
destabilising our neighbours. 
We think our neighbours 
destabilise us,” Mr. Mshido 
said. 

“The sanctions definitely 
strengthen the rebel position. 
The rebels would feel Sudan 
is being targeted and that the 
U.S. is supporting them. 
Tbat’s why we see them as 
meaningless for economic 
ties, which are already very 
small,’’ be said. 

Analysts in Khartoum see 
the sanctions as politically 
motivated but dressed up in 
economic terms, blocking 
Sudanese assets in the United 
States and banning loans and 
bilateral trade. 

Sudan has not received 
loans or grants from the 
United States at least from the 
end of 1994. and other bilater- 
al economic ties are minimal. 
There are no U.S. oil firms 
active in Sudan and trade is 
slim. 

A State Department 
spokesman said for some 
commodities — such as gum 
Arabis, which is Sudan’s only 
major export to the United 
States — The U.S. adminis- 
tration would consider issu- 
ing licences for “some limited 


activities important to us. 

“Are these sanctions or a 
joke?” said one Western 


diplomat. 

Washington says the order 
is aimed at the government 
andnor intended to impede 
humanitarian work in Sudan. 

Bur .American non-govem- 
mental organisations (NGOs) 
in Sudan, including Care and 
International Rescue 

Committee, will have id 
ensure they comply to the 
new regulations. 

Aid workers fear the sanc- 
tions will scare off non-emer- 
gency funding for stare insti- 
tutions, such as for a needy 
Khartoum orphanage. “Even 
before the sanctions, there 
was a tightening of what gov- 
ernments will and will not 
fund,” said one. 

The Sudan government said 
it saw the U.S. move as “giv- 
ing moral support to the 
rebels" and vowed to retali- 
ate. Diplomats dismissed the 
threat, noting Sudan was one 
of the world’s poorest coun- 
tries. 

This week Sudan cut U.S. 
bank transactions. Mr. Shido 
said the country could find 
other ways. “There are 
American interests in this 
country. Coke. Pepsi-Cola, 
Citibank and NGOs," he said. 

It is not clear how much for- 
eign support Washington has 
for the sanctions. Firms from 
Malaysia, China. Canada and 
European and Arab states 
now work in Sudan. Mr. 
Townsend said he expected 
the United States to have a 
run-in with the European 
union, just as when it put 
sanctions on Iran in 1995 and 
then expected non-U.S. firms 
to comply. “It would like to 
draw your attention to whar 
happened with Iran.” said Mr. 
Townsend “There must be 
the distinct possibility the 
same thing will happen here." 


Israel warns of possible Abu Nidal 
attack against its businessmen 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
warned Thursday of possible 
attacks against its business- 
men attending the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic confer- 
ence in Qatar, particularly by 
the Fateh-Revolutionary 
Council (FRQ led by Abu 
Nidal. 

The Foreign Ministry made 
the warning in security 
instructions distributed at a 
meeting of the Israeli 
Industrialist Association (HA) 
in Tel Aviv to prepare for tire 


MENA conference in Doha, 
to be held Nov. 16-18. 

The document accuses the 
FRC, led by Sabri Khalil 
Banna, known by the nom de’ 
guerre Abu Nidal of being 
behind an attempt to kidnap 
the Qatari ambassador to 
Yemen in Sanaa last week. 

The economic conference 
“is taking place at a time 
when extremist groups are 
becoming more and more of a 
threat, particularly the Abu 
Nidal group.’’ said the docu- 
ment, a copy of which was 


received by Agence France 
Presse. 

“The Abu Nidal group, 
which committed the kidnap- 
ping attempt against the 
Qatari ambassador to Yemen 
on October 29, has threatened 
to target this conference,” the 
document said. 

While presenting the paper 
to businessmen, a high-rank- 
ing Foreign Ministry official 
warned there was “serious 
opposition in the Arab World 
to this conference and Israeli 
participation in it." 



Case dosed for 
Germany’s most 
famous dog 


ogising and helping wipe 
off the Coca-Cola, another 
assailant would walk 
behind the target and spray 
him unnoticed with mock 
poison. Haaretz said. 

The scheme apparently 
worked well enough on Tel 
Aviv’s inhabitant’s to con- 
vince Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
order the Sept. 25 hit on Mr. 
Misha'al. 

However, when it came 
time to try the method for 
real, the two Mossad agents 
were spotted in action by 
one of Mr. Misha’ai's body- 
guards. who pursued and 
fought with the Israelis until 
a passing policeman arrest- 
ed the assailants. 

The attempt on Hamas 
leader Misha’ai's life 
sparked a major crisis in 
Israel’s relations with 
Jordan and it’s Monarch. 
King Hussein. 

A government panel 
named by Mr. Netanyahu 
has been investigating how 
the decision to attack Mr. 
Misha'al in Amman was 
taken and why it failed. 

Mr. Netanyahu testified 
before the commission for 
the second time Friday in 
Tel Aviv. 


Flying pigs prepare for 


landing in Vietnam 


HANOI (Ri — A Jumbo jet 
with 665 breeding pigs on 
board will fly into Vietnam 
from Britain on a mission to 
go forth and multiply. 


Among those on hand at 
Hanoi’s airport to meet the 
pigs’ Boeing 747 wiD be 
British Ambassador David 
Fall and officials from 
Vietnam's ministry of agri- 
culture and rural develop- 
ment. 


ChatichaTs 
political star 
outshines Chuan’s 


BANGKOK (R) — As Thai 
politicians jostle for the 
country’s premiership, 
astrologers appear to have 
reached a consensus that the 
stars favour Chanda 
Choonhavan to succeed c 
going Prime Minisrit 
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh. 
Former Premier Chatidul 
leader of the Chart Panana 
Party, and his Democrat 
Party’ counterpart Giuan 
Leekpai, are the mu 
favourite contenders for the 
top government job. T do 
not know much about politi- 
cal bickering but astrology 
says Chatichai’s star is 
brighter than Khun [Me] 
Chuan’s." said Pinyo 
Pongcharoen, secretary of 
Thailand's International 
Astrologists Association. 


Venezuela shows 
off beauty talent 
at summit 


MARGARITA ISLAND (R) 
— , Venezuela has hired 

scores of former beauty 
pageant contestants to wel- 
come heads of state and dele- 
gates attending a summit oo 
this Caribbean island resort 
“It's so that people see that we 
have many other resources 
apart from oil ” said Helen 
Margaret Teran, 19, as she 
greeted visitors. Topping the 
bill was 20-year-old former 
Miss World Jacqueline 
Aguilera, who has been 
named the “face” of the sev- 
enth Ibero-American presi- 
dential summit which starts 
on Saturday. Some of the 
female journalists, however, 
complained about die s» 
bias. “I know we’re famous 
for our misses but they could 
have had some men as wdl" 
said one reporter. 


Scientists find 
gene link between 
limbs, genitals 


LONDON fR) — Genes thaf 
are responsible for the deyd-_ 
opment of limbs also cttnfftf' 
the growth of the god® 
oigans, but there is no pafl£. 
lei in size between thenESO' 
entists said In a Scienf*;, 
Journal report, 

Duboule and colleagues^ 
the University of Geneva aff 
the University of Michigsj 
said studies on mice 
that the hox genes w ere v^ fe 
for both sets of exten»| 
organs. “But the fend 
same genes are invrit^jf 
both the limbs and tbegeo^ 
organs does not mean>m 
can infer the size of onpjg 
the size of the other,” he s&P 
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HUERTH i AFP? — German 
police arc hot on the tracks of 
the man w ho killed the coun- 
rrv V. mo^ celebrated dog — 
a German shepherd called 
Ben w ho rose to fame track- 
ing gangsters. This orne. 
however." poor Ben died 
while pursuing a cat with no 
known criminal record. The 
three -and- a-hal f- year-old 
dog sprang ro fame for his 
ability to sniff out efrug deal- 
er* and crooks. Only last 
u eek he chased and caught a 
car thief who was trying to 
escape on a bicycle. Sa% 
for Ben. his last case 
involved a mere cat ambling 
along the street when Ben’s 
handler. Wilfried Foeroer, 
was about to put him an a 
leash. Ben escaped 
Foerster’s grasp and raced 
across the road after the cat, 
but ran straight into the path 
of a car. Police are now hunt- 
ing the owner of the vehicle, 
who sped off after the inci- 
dent 
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